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OF THE 
L AW or LIBELTYY 


'"”*- aids a clear view of the Procecdivgn in 
this Cauſe, it is neceſſary to ſtate the Ru es of 
the Crown Office, in Libellous Complaints. 

I. The Proſecutor complains that the Defendant 
has injured his good Name in a certain Book preſen- 
ted to the Court, through the medium of a Grand 
Jury. 

II. A common Jury are appointed to find ike 
Fact the Fact of WRITING, PRINTING or 


PUBLISHING the faid Libel. But obfetve—no_ 


Witneſſes are ſuffered to appear on the Part of the 
Defendant, to prove the Truth of the. Charge. And 
this, I preſume, is a merciful Interpoſition of the 
Law in behalf of the Defendant, for ſhould he un- 
happily "os the truth of the Charge i it would ag- 
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gravate his Puniſhment on this Principle the 
greater the TRUTH, the greater the LIBEL- 
Lord Camden, indeed, has rendered his Name 
eternally dear to Engliſhmen by a uniform oppoſi- 
tion to this doctrine; and even Mr. Erſkine—when 
it anſwers his purpoſe, can brave the diſpleaſure of 

a judge and contend that Truth is NOT a Libel“. 
On the preſent occaſion, the Freedom of the Preſs 
and the perſonal Intereſts of the learned Advocate 
do not flow in the ſame Channel. He is a prudent 
Man. 3 | : 

III. The Fact of publiſhing being clearly eſtab- 
liſhed, the Defendant is brought up to receive the 
Sentence of the LAW: And the Sentence of the 
Law is grounded on this principle—you are not to 
charge a perſon with any Crime, Offence, or Infir- 
mity that has a Tendency to render that Perſon 
criminal or ridiculous in the public Eye. If you ſee 
a Woman riſe from the Bed of Adultery, or a Man 
_ retire from a Houſe that he has plundered, you 
muſt be ſilent as death, unleſs you purpoſe to 
proſecute the Parties. If you venture to inform a 
Friend that the Lady in queſtion is an improper 
Companion for his Wife or Daughter; or the 
| | Man 


Tal of the Dean of St. Aſaph. | 


e643; 


Man an improper Agent in commercial affairs, 


you expoſe yourſelf to the vengeance of the Laws. 


It would nothing avail, if a thouſand angels wit - 
neſſed the offence. I he Jury are to find the Fact of 
publiſhing, but no witneſs is to be heard, no-evi- 


dence produced in proof of the TRUTH and 


2 re of the Apes 
OE eee 
Of the Conſequences of this Proceſ: to the 
. DEFENDANT. 
HOUGH a Perſon be infamous or abandoned 
in private life, the Laws conſider him as vir- 


tuous and upright, till legally convicted of ſome 
offence repugnant to integrity and virtue. And 


even if convicted, legal Reputation is reſtored, as 


ſoon as the * has ſuffered the Sentence of 
the Law. 

On this aſſumption of moral Integrity and 
innocence on the part of the Plaintiff, the Judge 
pronounces Sentence. Hit language is adapted to 
the nature of the Offencg and the Quality of the 


Offender 
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_ Offender; If it be a Libel, he expatiates on the 
Freedom of the Preſs, and the fad EE: 
of the Times. 

He then ſpeaks of the LEGAL Chataties of the 
Plaintiff; for his Lordſhip muſt not notice popular 
Rumors - nor ſuffer himſelf to be influenced Op the 
univerſal Belief of Mankind. | 

And he dwells on the Injury which the Plaincif 
has ſuſtained by the FALSE, WICKD, and 
MALICIOUS Aſpertions of the Defendant. 

If the Plaintiff be a Female—PERDITA or 
whom you pleaſe. — the Judge uſually enlarges on 
the want of Politeneſs, — perhaps of Courage in the 
Defendant; for though Perdita be ſurrounded by 
men ambitious to fignalize” themſelves in defence 
of her VIRTUE, though her. Income be 
PRINC ELY, and her hopes a Sceptre, yet his 
Lordſhip muſt have no knowledge of the Lady 
but as ſhe ſtands deſcribed in the Indictment—s 
peaceable, good ſort of Woman. 7 

If the Defendant be a Clergyman, the 3 
Judge will en. brace che opportunity of inſtructing 
bim in the Duties of his Profeſſion. 

In conformity to antient Cuſtom, he 1 remind 
him that Miniſters of the Goſpel are bound to pro. 
mote Peace and to heal diviſions; to cover the Infir- 
mities of their fellow men with a Mantle of Love 


and 
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and not to expoſe them to open ſhame. His 
Lordſhip is nor at liberty to accept as an apology 
from the Defendant that a regular Syſtem is on foot 
to extend a Religion hoſtile ro Freedom and ſub- 
verſive of the Faith of our Anceſtors, that it is the 
peculiar province of a Clergyman to contend zeal- 
2% for the Truth, and to oppoſe PERDITA or 
any other Catholic whoſe Princely Influeace 
ſtrengthens the Confederacy. No. The Judge who 
reads the Sentence of the Court muſt adhere to 
antie t Forms Forms as old, to my knowledge, 
as the days of that great Champion of Liberty 
Lord Chief Juſtice Fefferies.— He can advert to 
nothing but the Fa# of Publiſhing, which no man 
of honor ever denies, and to the Tendency of 
the Libel to defame the LEGAL Character of Bett 
Cox, Nell Gwyn or Perdita. RELIGION, 
V IRTUE and FREEDOM are out of the queſtion 
And thus it frequently happens, that by a plain 
r of Fact, the Publication of which may be 
meritorious in the pure eſtimation of the Deity, and 
of great relative importance in civil life, the De- 
fendant is puniſhed with Fine, Pillory and Impri- 
ſonment ! And this in a Land of Freedom ! The 
Plaintiff, mean while, is triumphant without con- 
teſt, and victorious without a foe, for TRUTH 
is ſilent and Oppoſition vain. 


( 10 ) 


Of the Conſequences of this Proceſs with 
reſpect to the PLAINTIF F, 


/ 
ISSDSHDDDDSDGDQSE 
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we a 9 proſecutes in the Crow® 
Office, it is obvious as the light of day, 
that the Preſervation of CHARACTER | is not 
the/End obtained by the Proceſs. . | 
The multitude, indeed, may be duced to 8 
that the Deciſion of the Court is Evidence of the 
Plaintiff 's Innocence; but nothing can be more 
remote from Fact. Had Mary Anne FINCH, or 
Mary Anne PARSLOW been inſerted in the In- 
dictment, inſtead of Mary Anne FITZHER- 
BERT, the learned Counſel had declaimed with 
equal warmth in defence of their VIRTUE, and 
the Court pi onounced the ſame Sentence, and with 
the ſame Juſtice. | 
I do not complain becauſe a den is unde, | 
the Protection of the Laws; but I conceive it to 
be a poor compliment to Ladies of Rank and Vir- 


tue, it her Character be eſtimated at an equal 
Price with their Wn, 


But 


„ 
But though the multitude are thus ignorant of 


the true nature of Crown Office Proceedings, and 
imagine the Plaintiff INNOCENT becauſe the 


Defendant is found GUILTY, Profeſſional Men, 


who are acquainted with the excellent Syſtem in- 
vented by Lord Chief Juſtice Jefferies, brought to 
perfection by Lord Chief Juſtice Mansfield, and 
and ſo ably vindicated by that great conſtitutional 
Lawyer, Mr. Erſkine, know the converſe of the 
concluſion is frequently the Fact, that the Defen- 
dant is INNOCENT and the Plaintiff GUILTY. 
And they draw this inference from the moſt ſolid 
and judicious Reaſonings. For it the Plantiff be con- 
ſcious of rectitude of Conduct, the Charge is exhi- 


bited under another Form. He meets his Accuſer 


on the PLEA Side of the Court, and convinces the 
World it cannot be ſupported. This effectually pre- 
ſerves Reputation, and overwhelms an Adverſaiy 
with Diſgrace. It is, indeed the prerogative of 
Innocence to dread no Inqueſt. Few Men of Honor 
and perhaps no Women of Virtue, refort to the 


Crown Office for Vindication of Character. Bur 


the Guilty fly to it as an Aſylum from the Reſent- 
ments of TRUTH and the Perſecutions of 
VIRTUE. 1 9 
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of the Influence of this Proc eſs on 
PUBLIC LIBERTY, 


* Liberty cannot exiſt where an Inter- 

L courſe of Sentiment is denied. | 
The PRESS is the moſt effcctual mode of 

communicating Sentiment. 

The LIBERTIES of the Preſs, CU are 

to be guarded with religious care, as the Fountain 

of Information and the eſſential attribute of Free- 

dom, 

It: iis not to be denied that ho LICENTIOUS- 

NESS of the Preſs is an Evil. 

But let it be remembered, that RESTRIC- 

TIONS on the Preſs are an Evil of much greater 
Magnitude. 
The Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs affects the Honor 
or deſtroys the Peace of INDIVIDUALS only; but 
Reftriftions on the Preſs leſſon the Dignity and lub- 
vert the happineſs of NATIONS. _ 

And, therefore, though it appear expedient to 
Mr. Erſkine, or Lord Chief Juſtice Jefferies, to 
appeaſe an offended Individual by the Sacrifice of 

| Public 


4 0 

public Privilege, and to curb Intemperance by 
unconſtitutional Reſtraint, the Friends of civil 
Liberty will hold ſuch Reſtrictions in eternal 
abhorrence | N 
Further. The Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs a 
its own Antidote with it. It defeats its own Views. 
In general Calumny there is no perſonal Reproach 
The Preſs, u der ſuch Circumſtances, is like the 
Tongue of the Honorable Thomas Erſkine, inca- 
pable of Slauder. When el firit heard the learned 
Counſebs Invectives I was loſt in aſtoniſhment ! I 
felt as every Man of Honor would have felt on 
the Occaſion. 1 interrupted him in his Speech— 
I aſſured him what he uttered was FALSE—and 
that he held a Language under the protection of the 
Court, that he did not dare to mention to my Face out 
of it. 1 ſpoke under the Impreſſion of my 
Feelings. I was moved, greatly moved at his il- 
liberal Aſperſions. But my Friends ſoon apprized 
me that Inſult and Abuſe—Inſult without Reaſon, 
and Abuſe without Argument are the diſtinguiſhing 
Traits of the learned Counſel's Eloquence, that a 
Judge once threatened to commit him, that he had 
given a Barriſter the LIE, and that nothing but his 
PRUDENCE out of Court protected him from 


Puniſhment for Inſolence within. I then conſi- 
8 8 dered 


( 14 ) 
dered as an Honor what Mr, Erſkine intended as 
an Inſult ; and I ſhall henceforward hear his Com- 
mon Place Invective wich the ſame CONTEMPT 
as other Men. 

And thus with the Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs. 
When Calumny becomes general, no one regards 
it. | 

But when ſevere and unconſtitutional Reſtraints 
are impoſed on the Freedom of the Preſs, the Evil 
admits no Remedy. The loſs of civil and religi- 
ous Liberty is inevitable. And here I muſt 
notice an Argument uſed by Mr. Erſkine when 
Mr. Walter was brought up for Judgment. The 
Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs has brought France 
into its preſent State of Diſtreſs,” This I deny, 
RESTRICTIONS on the Preſs have brought that 
Monarchy to the Brink of Deſtruction. The 
Whip-galled Slaves were denied the Privilege of 
Speech, and now they claim more, perhaps, than 
It is expedient to grant. It is lamented that 
the National Aſſembly are ſo dilatory in their Pro- 
ceedings, and that the lower Orders of the People 
are fo intemperate in their Conduct, but if it be 
1mpoſſible to obtain Freedom without an Anarchy 
as laſting as the Siege of Troy, it will be cheaply 

- and if every Law of the Conſtitution be 
| | written 


( 15 ) 

written in Blood, it will claim the aid and admira. 
tion of Patriots no leſs than Revolutions ſuddenly 
and peaceably effected. 

It is not, therefore, to the Licentiousneſs of the 
Preſs, but to the cruel and oppreſſive Policy of 
Tyrants that we are to aſcribe the Inſurrections on 
the Continent. A free Preſs, I dare affirm, is an 
equal Gyardian of the Prerogatives of the Throne 
and the Privileges of the People. But the Truth 


i Monarch on Earth, our own excepted, ſin- 


cerely defires to rule a FREE PEOPLE; and as 
it is difficult to reduce Men to a State of Slavery 


as long as they enjoy unfettered Intercourſe of 


Sentiment, the firſt Object of a Tyrant is the De- 
ſtruction of the Preſs. 


There is, alſo, an important Difſerenes between 


the Licentiouſneſs of the Bar, and that of the 
Preſs. 


1 complained of Mr, Erſkine out of Joon and 


he was SILENT. I complained of Mr. Erſkine 
in Court, and he converted the Complaint into a 
Crime, and urged it in Aggravation of my Puniſh- 


ment. And though it is reported to be the Deter- 


mination of their Lordſhips to ſend to Newgate 
all who libel the ROYAL FAMILY, I am not 


convinced thay „Mrs. FIT ZHERBERT” 18 the 


_ Cuuſ of my being here. 


1 


i 
! 


(46.3 
But if a Man be libelled from the Preſs, he may 


obtain immediate Satisfaction. A Jury will make 
his Caſe their own, will vindicate his Character, 


and reſent the injuſtice of his Adverſary. And 


hence it is obvious that the Clamor againſt the 
Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs flows either from Igno- 
rance or from a ſecret wiſh to Deſtroy 1 its Freedom. 

None but the GUILTY tremble at a licentious 
Preſs. The INNOCENT may puniſh the Tradu- 
cer or deſpiſe his Calumny. But it is a reproach 
to the Laws, a Satire on Virtue, kn Inſult to the 
Supreme, when the GUILTY enjby the Privilege 
of inflicting Puniſhment on a Libeller—if ; it be not 
a. Contradiction in Terms to ſtile the Man a Label- 
ler who 208 the TRUTH, 
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T is obvious from what has been id. that Proſe- 
- cutions in the Crown Office, for Libels are a 


Grievance that ought to be redreſſed. Can any 


Thing be more — to Reaſon, or diſgraceſul 
to 


G » 


to human Nature than to deprive the Delinquent” 
of all Power to prove the Truth and Juſtice of his! 
Words? Is it not denying him the Privilege of a 
common Felon? | | 
My Lords, the Judges, are not to be cenfured:; 
The PEOPLE are to be cenſured. T Subject, 
is of infinite moment to the Common Good, but 
Prudence commands me to be ſilent. May the: 
Genius of England peak a language that wilt be 
heard and obeyed. 
Meanwhile, I earneſtly entreat the PRINTERS: 
and BOOKSELLERS to make it a common. 
Cauſe, and apply to Parliament for Protection. 
As the Law of Libels is now underſtood, no mam 
can carry on buſineſs in ſafety. The application 
ſhould be unanimous, and all Party Animoſity | 
forgotten. The Leaders of the Oppoſition cannot 
conſiſtently refuſe their Support. And the Miniſtry 
will deſerve to be abandoned by all the Friends af 
Freedom, if they deny their Concurrence. 
In the firſt place, PRINTERS and BOOK- 
SELLERS ovght to be free from every Appre- 
henſion of Danger, on giving up the AUTHOR, 
In the ſecond. place, if they decline giving up 
the Author, they 1 to enjoy the privilege of 
Denn D- 


( 


DEE ENDING whine they . printed or pub- 
liſhed. 

And this Privilege 1 to be extended to the 
Author. If his Aſſertions be founded in TRUTH» 
in the Name of the GOD of TRUTH let him 
depart in Peace. If his Aſſertions originate in 
FALSHOOD, let him ſuffer all that a JURY 
may be convinced he deſerves, even to n 
itſelf. 

This will effectually curb the Licentiouſneſs of 
the Preſs, and at the ſame Time preſerve its 

FREEDOM. 

But to conſign a Printer, Publiſher, or Author 
to the Tender Mercies of a JUDGE may be, I 
admit, an effectual way to check the Licentionſneſs, 
but it has alſo a certain Tendency to eradicate 
every Trace of FREEDOM, and to deprive'us * 
all the Birthright Privileges of Men. 

A. have no perſonal Intereſt in the Application 
propoſed. It can aſſord no Relief in my ſituation. 
I propoſe it with the beſt Views to the general 
Welfare of my Country, and to the particular 
Security of Printers and Bookſellers. 

Till the Law of Libels be thus defined by 
Parliament, let me entreat all future Juries to con- 
net the Fact of TW or Publiſhing with the 


language 


SD 


Language of the Indictment, F ALSE, WICKED 
and MALICIOUS, and if they are not convinced 
of the Defendant's Guilt on this comprehenſive 
View of the WHOLE Indictment, let him 
be honorably acquitted. Now it is impollible to 
obtain legal evidence of Guilt with reſpect to 
FALSE, WICKED, and MALICIOUS, ſince 
the Defendant is not permitted io JUSTIFY, the 
Verdict ought always to be general N 0 T 
GUILTY. 

lo alſo adviſe every Man of Honor and every 
Warn of Virtue to prefer the Complaint on the 
PLEA Side of the Court. The CROWN Side 
is very proper for and *#**+#, 
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T is unneceſſary to offer any Apology for the 
- Publication of the following Speech. Falſe and 
injurious Statements have appeared in the Public 
Papers, which are here amply confuted. 
AD "A 


K 

It is affirmed by the Author of Nemeſis that 
THOUSANDS have been laviſhed on the Pub- 
lic Papers to induce the Editors to inſert Anee- 
dotes in Praiſe of © Mrs. Fitzherbert” and to ſup- 
preſs others unfriendly to her wiſhes. Never was an 
Aſſertion more fully verified than on the preſent 
Occaſion. Whatever had a Tendency to vindicate 
my Character and Conduct was either totally re- 
jected or ſuch a Sum demanded for its Inſertion as 
rendered the Application fruitleſs. 

Add to this, ſo many ſilly Remarks have 1 
ed in the Public Papers reſpecting the ARGU- 
MENTS and ELOQUENCE of Mr. Erſkine, 

that I am compelled—by a Regard for Truth 
—to convince the World that the learned 
Counſel did not advance a ſingle ARGUMENT 
in the whole of his declamatory Effuſion, which! 
have not, on every Principle of Analogy, and by 
the ſolid Evidence of Facts, proved to be FALSE. 
And as to the ELOQUENCE of the learned 
Counſel, he had no Competitor in me. I told 
their Lordſhips that my Intention was to offer to 
their Conſideration a few. ſcrious and ſolid Facts, 
in ſerious and reſpectful Language. I had no 
Ambition to | convince my Judges that I am 
qualified for the Stage, or converſant. in Spouting 


Clubs ; 


nr 

But even in Point of ELOCUTION, Mr. Erſkine 
is one of the laſt Men in the World whom 1 
ſhould dread to encounter. That he would be elo- 

quent, I admit, if the violence of his Paſſions did not 
ſo frequently impede his Utterance. In his Reply 
to my ſecond Addreſs, he was diſordered not only 
in Expreſſion, but in DEA. Several of the 
moſt judicious men in Court aſſured me, that they 
never ſaw the leai ned Counſel make fo poor a 
Figure. It was a Rhapſody of the moſt ſilly 
Remarks 1 ever read or heard. Mr. Erſkine 
will probably ſpend a few Guineas to refute this 
Opinion in the Papers; but the Public, after all, 
will judge for themſelves. I do not complain of 
the want of Candor in the Editors of our public 
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Prints, though I have abundant Cauſe. Several 
of them have inſerted Paragraphs of a very libellous 


Nature. But they have nothing to fear from me. My 


Regard for the Freedom of the Preſs is ſincere and 
and founded on Principle. No Editor, no Prin. 
ter ſhall ever ſuffer on my Account. If they can. 
not live by honeſt Means, they have my Permiſ3n 


to gain their daily Bread by daily Proſtitution. But 


if any Man living will ſtand forward aad impeach the 
Purity of my Honor, or the Innocence and Inte- 


ity of my Life, Fil meet the Charge in the 
* Face 


(ua J 

Face of Day and refute it. Anonymous Calumny 
_ I ſhall treat with ſilent Contempt. I hope every 
Raſcal in the Kingdom is my Enemy. Imputa- 
tions from ſuch a Quarter will only make me ſmile, 
hike a Paragraph in the Morning Poſt, which in- 
formed the Public, with its uſual Authenticity, of 
Intelligence, that Jam Uncle to the Reverend 
Mr. Eaſt, one of the Conductors of the World. 
This Gentleman I have never ſ.en; but in Point 
of Age, he is old N to be my GRAND- 
FATHER: 

I I have not 3 omitted any part of 
my Addreſs. But It is neceſſary to inform my 
Reader, that in its preſent Form it comprehends, 

My Firſt Addreſs. 

My Second Addreſs, ee 
And ſuch Remarks as I could not make on 
Mr. Erſkine's concluding Speech. I was very de- 
ſirous that the learned Counſel ſhould follow Mr. 
Dallas and Mr. Laws, and thus afford me an opper- 
tunity to anſwer him. But this he declined, and 
inſiſted on his Privilege with a Pertinacity that was 
far from being honorable. Had I been in Mr. 
Erſkine's Situation and he in mine—a Defendant— 
brought up to receive the Sentence of the Court 
| unpractiſed in the Arts of a Barriſter and un- 


accuſtomed 


( 23 ) 

accuſtomed to the Scene around him—1 ſhould 
have eagerly embraced fo glorious an occaſion to 
diſplay my Humanity, Politeneſs, and, perhaps, my 
Contempt of his Abilities. But the LEARN ED 
and ELOQUENT Counſel acted otherwiſe. © I 
claim my Privilege” ſaid he «I infiſt on your ſpeak- 
ing firſt.” I complied, and the following Is 7 
Purport of my Speech. 


My Lord, 5 


Attacked as I have been by he learned Counſel 
on every Point that can be dear to a man of Honor, 
1 requeſt Permiſſion of the Court to enter on 1 my 
Defence. 

The illiberal attempt of the Counſel 6 he 
Proſecution to make your Lordſhips a Party againſt 
me, would juſtify the ſevereſt Animadverſion. It 
is of little moment to inſiſt on the Rectitude of my 
Conduct, abſtracted from the Buſineſs before the 


Court. I will only remark that though paſſionately 


fond of Freedom, I am convinced that all which 
deſerves the Name muſt be founded on OBE- 
DIENCE to the LAWS. As to my Conduct on 


the preſent Occaſion, the Charge of Diſreſpect is 
groundleſs. On the Trial of the Fact, your Lord- 


ſhip ſtated your Opinion to the Jury, that the 
| words 
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words obviouſly implied that Mary Anne Fitzher- 
bert had a Criminal Correſpondence with Count 
Bellois, and that a Child was the Reſult of the 
Intercourſe. Now, my Lord, I affirm on my 
Honor, and call on the learned Counſel to con- 
tradict me, if it be in his power, I affirm that the 
| laſt Copy of Nemeſis was put into your Lordſhip's 
Hands when in Court. I had made Prepara- 
tions for a new Edition, but I was induced out of 
reſpect to the Court to ſuppreſs it. 

The learned Counſel has been equally aſſiduous 
to awaken in your Breaſt the Reſentments of 
Friendſhip. He is continually reminding your 
Lordſhip that I have preſumed to libel the Lord 
Lord Chancellor. I confeſs I libelled him, if a mild 
remonſtrance merit the Epithet of Libel. T ftill 
conſider it as a moral Defect in his Lordſhip's 

Character that he lives in a State of criminal Celi- 

| bacy,—as a Reproach to the Church of England 

that the ſupreme- Patron of its Privileges ſhould 

live in open Violation of its moft ſacred and eſſen- 
tial Duries. 

It has alſo been urged by * learned Counſel 
that I made an Attempt in Alfred's Apology to 

_ awe your Lorup from 'the Duties of your 


Office 


my 


Office by FLATTERY. And he was pleaſed to 
add, that he © knew your Lordſbip's Opinion on that 
Point,” and that you, © deſpiſed my Compliment 
as much as he himſelf does my Abuſe.” I was 
happily relieved from the Diſtreſs occaſioned by 
this Declaration, by a candid Avowal on the Part 
of your Lordſhip — ** TILL THIS HOUR I 
HAVE NEITHER SEEN NOR HEARD OF 
THE BOOK IN QUESTION !” How the learn- 
ed Counſel ceuld inform himſelf of your Lord- 
ſhip's Sentiments on a Compliment which you 
had never SEEN nor HEARD, I am unable to 
conjecture. It is plain to a Demonſtration that I 
ſhould have ſent your Lordſhip a Copy, had I 

been ſo ſilly as to expect any Advantage from its 
Contents. With the ſame regard for Truth, the 
learned Counſel declares his Contempt of my Re- 
proaches. No Man ever deſpiſed what he could 
not refute. The Countenance, the Language, the 
whole Deportment of the learned Gentleman ma- 
nifeſt his inward Commotion. f 

If there be any part of my Conduct tes 

ble, it is that which I am confident your Lordſhips 
will readily pardon. I allude, to my Interruptioa 
of the learned Counſel in his addreſs to the Court. 


I offer 
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l offer no apology but the FEEL IN GS ef a MAN 
ef HONOR. For the firſt Time, I heard the 
Language WRETCH, VERMIN, &c. applied 
to myſelf. I was not then apprized that it was 
the learned Gentleman's habitual Phraſeology and 
that he had nothing perſonal in View, and there 
fore I anſwered him in a Manner that every Man 
of Spirit and conſcious Innocence muſt approve— 
* your Aſſertions are FALSE, and your Language 
ſuch as you DARE NOT maintain out of the 


Protection of this Court,” 


In no other reſpect have I Reaſon to apprehend 
the Diſpleaſure of the Court. I proceed, there- 
fore, to a Defence of my Conduct in Relation to 
the learned Counſel himſelf. | 5 

And in the firſt Place he complains that, in 
Alſred's Apology, I have treated him as a FOOL. 
And, ſecondly, that I endeavoured to deter him 
from his Duty. © | 


How far the learned Gentleman deſerves to be 


conſidered zs a FOOL, the Public muſt decide. 
It is an Inference that I have drawn from his own 
Conduct in Court, bur I chearfully leave the 
World to determine on its Validity, 
The Arguments are certainly in force againſt 
him. An Imputation muſt reſt on his HE A D 
| or 


1 


or 15 HEART. A Man of leſs Tenderneſs than 
myſelf would transfer the Charge to his Hearr, 
and inſtead of Fool, pronounce him a RASCAL. 

As to the Attempt in Alfred's Apology to deter 
the learned Counſel from a Diſcharge of Duty, it 
ought in Candor to be ſtated an attempt to awaken 
him to a ſenſe of his Duty, as a Barriſter and a 
GENTLEMAN. 

To have a clear View of the Nature and ſu- 
preme Deſign of Alfred's Apology, it is neceſſary 
torefer, my Lord, to the Period when his bad 
was deprived of Reaſon. 

At all Times ir is the indiſputable Privilege 
of Britons to animadvert freely on ſuch public 
' meaſures as affect Life, Liberty, or Property. If, 
in common with moſt of the Learned Gentleman's 


Friendſhips, my Property be ſmall, I have Life 


to protect, which is dearer than Property; and 
Liberty to defend, which is more valuable than 
both. At all times, therefore, J am juſtified in 


communicating my Obſervations on Public Men 


and Public Meaſures. At the awful Criſis to which 
I allude, it was my duty. The ſituation of the 
Country was new, important and alarming. ' It 
Was proper that Parliament ſhould know the Sen- 

| timents 
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„ 
timents of the PUBLIC. But the Sentiments of 


the Public can be collected only from the Voice 
of INDIVIDUALS. So far my juſtification is 


complete. In Point of political Opinien I am 


not infallible. To INTEGRITY and DISIN- 


TERESTED PATRIOTISM JI have the 
ſtrongeſt Claim. came forward a Volunteer in 
the Service of my Country at a Moment when 
metcenary Men were worſhiping the riſing Sun. 

I ſtated my Belief that the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs was in very proper Hands—that they knew, 
beyond all other Men, the Sentiments of the Sove- 
reign with foreign and domeſtic Politics that a 
Refftoration to the uſe of Reaſon was poſſible and 


probable—that his Majeſty, in the Event of a Re- 
gency would feel himſelf inexpreſſible happy if the 
Syſtem of his own Cabinet be purſued, and inex- 
expreſſibly miſerable if new Meaſures ſhould be 
adopted. I took the Liberty to add, that I ſaw no 


Reſponſibility, that could attach to- the MI- 
NISTERS of the REGENCY. Becauſe till the 
Demiſe of the Sovereign, the eſſential Attributes of 
the Throne could not be transfered to his Heir; 
. conſequently, the MINISTERS of the REGENT 


would be at Liberty to plead his Commands in 


Seared 


S 
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Juſtification of their Meaſurese, and that the * ; 
ſponſibility of the Prince Regent himſelf amounted 
to nothing, His Royal Highneſs being inveſted | 
with ſo many perſonal Privileges that for Offences | 
which would bring an inferior Subject to the Block, 
the Law had provided no Puniſhment. 1 then pro- 


ceeded to enquire. whether it was conduciye to the | 
Public Good to grant POWER without RE- 


SPONSIBILITY to the. reputed Favorites of the 
Regent Elect. And amidſt a great Variety of 


other Matter, 1 noticed the abject Flattery of the 


Form of Prayer appointed for the Reſtoration of 


his Majeſty to the uſe of Reaſon, I: denied 


that he ſuffered for our Sins—I contended that he is 
deſtitute, totally deſtitute of every Requiſite to be 
2 PROPITIAT for our Offences, . = 
It is a natural Concluſion, my Lord, that power- 
ful Hoſtilities commenced on the Appearance of 
ny Pamphlet. One Man attacked my political 


Opinions; another my religious Tenets; and 2 
Third attempted to prove that Mr. Pitt wiſhed to 


enſlave his country, and that he employed Alfred 
to ſupport and accelerate his Deſigns T. Theſe 
Men were all to be anſwered. . One according to 
his Wiſdom ; and another according to his Folly. 
E FER. 1 had 


* See this argument at Length in Alfred. 


+ Entitled, Alfred Unmaſked. 


A - OP 
I had an acdicigha Motive for publiting the 
5 Apology. The Gentlemen who conduct the 
Monthly Review—a periodical Publication of great- 
Utility and Merit, —were pleaſed, among other In- 
civilities, to give it to the World as their Opinion 1 
that ALFRED was written with a View to abuſe . 
the Sovereign. 1 denied the Charge, and publicly 
called on them to reconſider the Judgment the7 
had paſſed on the Pamphlet, and to do me Juſtice. E 
They have done me Juſtice, my Lord. In the Re- 
view for October with a greatneſs and Liberality 
of Spirit inſeparable from real Wiſdom and 
Learning they have declared my Character ſtands | 
_ UNIMPEACHED, and after paſſing a Compli 
ment, to which were I entitled, I ſhould rank myſelf | 
among the moſt fortungte, of Men, they expreſia 
generous wiſh that. I may. find a happy ä 
ä from my preſent mb 3 
1 No Part of the learned Gentleman” 8 1 
| Characters give me > any Teer to A 


NA 


he had taken the Liberty to e EM 115 77. 
teftion of the Court, that I am a Libeller by pro- 
feſſion, and PERJURED, I deemed it proper to 
give him the LIE, out of the Protection of the Court, | 
x pl to defy him, in the Face of * World, to name 


the 
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. © 3r * 
the Printer, Publiſher, or Bookſeller, * has evet | | 
Printed, Publiſhed, or Sold—or refuſed to print; = 9 
publiſn, or ſell any Pamphlet written by me, 3 
which I haye not noticed in my Apology» Te 
. redeem, in me meaſure, his Character from Diſ- 
grace, the learned Gentleman has now declared in 
Court that proper Notice would be taken of a 
| PRIVATE MESSAGE. Curious Spbterfuge 
1 It is far from my deſire to imbrue my Hands in 
Blood. I have no wiſh to fight him or any man; 
When the Diſpute. can be ſettled by an Appeal to 
Facts Bot with Reſpect to my being PE R- 
| -JURED, by ſwearing that I am NOT the Author 
| . of Nemeſis, | I conceive myſelf juſtified in making 
| an Appeal to Heaven whenever the learned 
Gentleman pleaſes. { i 
Their Lordſhips muſt perceive 0 the * 
to FRIGHTEN the learned Counſel from his Duty, 
was ſimply an exerciſe of Private Right, a Vindication 
of Perſonal Integrity and Honor, and which no 
Man but the learned Gentleman would convert into | 
a Crime. | He eee of its being an Aue on 


„ 


| 7 Od 
1 ln Juſtice to the prodigy and Made 3 | 
it muſt not be omitted that he firſt prevailed on the Court 
to ſend me to Prifan and to wake me give Securities for 
keeping the Peace, and then he boaſted of what he would 
do were he to receive a private Meſlage ! the. 
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a Privileges of a Counſel. I deſire. to be told 
in what the Privileges of a Counſel conſiſt? The 
learned Advocate repreſents his Client; but a 
Client cannot transfer to his Advocate more Power 
than is inherent in himſelf. And, therefore, if it 
be lau ful for the learned Counſel, as Plaintiff, to 
uſe ſuch Words as WRETCH, RUF FI AN, 
VERMIN, &c. it is equally lawful for me, as De- 
fendant, to adopt a ſimilar Diction. But, my 
Lord, I have a Reverence for this Court, a regard 
for perſonal Dignity, which forbid me to deſcend 
to ſuch vulgar Epithets. T he Language of my 
Apology, I grant, is warm, perhaps, vehement; 
for when Sentiments flow from the Heart, Ws. 
naturally partake of the warmth and Animation of 
their Source. But I have not diſgraced my page 
with low Alluſions, or ſcurrilous Invective. Even 
when compelled by the Intemperance of the learned - 
Gentleman, to commmunicate an Opinion that 
admits but one fatal Alternative, I ſtudiouſiy avoid- 
ed ABUSE. My Words are, Mr. Erſkine, either 
found the Aſſertion (meaning my being-a LIE. 
BELLER by Profeſſion) in his Brief, or he did not. 
If he found it in his Brief, he has my authority 
to give the LIE to the Man who put it there. If 
te Aſſertion aroſe from the Suggeſtion of his 
. By een 95657 272 OG 
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own ae he may take the Compliment to bim- 


ſelf, and do what he pleaſes with it. 
Further. If ſuch be the Priveleges of Speech 
at the Bar of this Court, I claim ſuperior Priveleges 


when pleading. before the PEOPLE of ENG. 
LAND, in whoſe tranſcendent Authority the 


Powers of this Court originateꝰ. Before the auguſt 

Aſſembly of tho PEOPLE, at the ſupreme Tribunal 
of the Land, to which a final appeal muſt be made 
in every Convulſion of the State, I pleaded the 
Cauſe of FREEDOM. and the PROTESTANT 
FAITH. But 1 did not deſcend to low and 


liberal Invective. I was mindful of the Reſpet 
due to the PUBLIC. I ſought for Argument 


and not Abuſe, And I believed that even in the 
Preſence of the ſubordinate Majeſty of this Court, 


it was neceſſary to preſerve proper Decorum of 
Expreſſion. But the learned Counſel has this Day 


convinced me, that ſuch odious Vulgariſms as 


would give Offence in a Pariſh Veſtry may be uſed 


before your Lordſhips with Impunity. I do not = 
take upon me to affirm that this Indulgence is 
extended to all the Gentlemen at the Bar. 1am - 


a Stranger, and incompetent, to ; TO on the Sub- 


| 8 yr | 


_— Powers MEDIA TELT erived from the . 
deſigned aa an Anſwer to Mr. Exſkine's concludiug Spesch- 
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| Me "FEY the Counſel for the Profecation. 
is a Favorite. Or it may be true what is currently 
reported, that ſome People ſtand in AWE of the 
learned Gentleman and of thoſe who employ him. 
But I ſtand in no "Awe. of the learned Gentleman, 
nor of thoſe who fear him, nor of Sem Abo 
| employ him. | 
I muſt alſo ſolicit the indulgence of he Count 
| whillt 1 notice the very extraordionary Reply given 
by the learned Counſel to the heavy Imputation 
on his Honor in Alfred's Apology. I treat it ſaid 
he, with Contempt. To treat anonymous Calumny ;» 
ith. Contempt is the Duty and Prerogative of 
Innocence. But neither the Laws of God nor 
Man permit us to paſs in ſilence an authenticated 
Charge of Injuſtice and Deceit. The Phraſe I 
_ great with Contempt—is. in frequent uſe among the 
Profligate and Abandoned; they oppoſe it t6 Argu- 
ment and Fact; they fly to it as an Aſy lum from 
the Abhorrence of mankind, and hope, by making 
no Defence the World will give them Credit for the 
ſincerity of their Contempt. But alas! Conſcience 
will ſtill. do its Office. If a Gentleman be pub- 
licly Poſted, as A TOWARD. and a LIAR, 
be called on. to defend his Character and Con- 
duct on T7. Crone he Pleaſes, ot Law, of 


ee Ys 


. 


Equity, or of Honor, he muſt FEEL beyond TY : 


Powers of Language to deſcribe. He may indeed 
poſſeſs the Effrontery to boaſt of his Contempt 
for his Adverſaty, but the Torments of his * 
will contradict the Language of his Lips. 

The learned Gentleman appears to be blinded by 
Peſto or devoid of Reaſon. | I have repeatedly 
told him that a {mall Part only of the Apology has 
been allotted to him, but he perſiſts in the De- 
claration, even with the Book in his hand, that I 


have employed. 147 Pages on himſelf alone, thus 


palpably adding 100 Pages to my Book, as wen 
as an Hundred F alſhoods to 47% 9 


Of « the MOTIVES. for Publitig 
1 NEMESIS. 7 


2 Fron a Defence of my. Conduct toward the 


Court and the Counſel, I proceed, my Lord, 


to the MOTIVES. which induced me to o publiſh 
Nemeſis. 8 


The learned Counfel f for the Prottes obſerved 
.m * the Cauſe, that ſome Men publiſh 
Libels 
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Libels in Conſequence of private Diſputes, but the 
*.WRETCH” ſaid he, now before the Court, 
has no ſuch Plea to offer. I proteſt, my Lords, 
1 feel the higheſt obligation to the learned Gen- 
tlemanFor a Charge at once fo diſgraceful and yet 
ſo honorable, Private wrongs are to be redreſſed 
by the-public Magiſtrate. We are forbidden in 2 
Civil as well as in a Religious Senſe to avenge 
ourſelves. And this Rule of Conduct is founded 
on the beſt principles of Equity and Wiſdom; ; 
for were it lawful to retaliate Injuries in the 
exorbitant Meaſure which Paſſion dictates or 
Self Eſteem preſcribe, the World would exhibit 
one continued Scene of Diſorder and Violence, 
The Plea, therefore, is extremely diſgraceful in 4 
Barriſter, as poſſeſſing a direct Tendency to place 
the executive Power in the Hands of Individuals 
and to render the N A Court of Law 
nugatory and abſurd. 
And yet, my Lord, were the Plea ren In- 
jury admiſſible as a Juſtification of violated Laws, 1 
might urge it with infinite Propriety and Effect; 
for Mr. Lowten, the Gentleman on my left Hand, 
Clerk at NM ft Prius, Solicitor for the Proſecutions 
and "Solicitor Ele& to the. Regent's Board of 
Treaſury, did, in direct Vielen of Private Right 

: and 


| 0 37 7 
and public Juſtice, detain or cans to be detained, 


and to the utmoſt of his Power ſuppreſs or cauſe 


to be ſuppreſſed, certain Pamphlets, my Property, 
to the Amount of One Hundred and Twenty Five 
Pounds; and, as 1 verily believe, at the Inſtigation 
of his Client, © Her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of 


Wales,” as the Lady is ftiled by the Kingdom in 


general, or Maria, alias Mary Anne Fitzherbert, 
as ſhe is named in Court. And, therefore, if the 
Opinions of the learned Counſel had the Force of 
Law, I ſhould join Iſſue on this Plea and claim my 

Diſcharge. I feel, indeed, and reſpe& my Obliga- 
tion to the learned Gentleman for the honorable 
Teſtimony he has given to the Purity of my Views 
and my diſintereſted Motives of Publication. For my 


Accuſer admits that I ſtand before your Lordſhips 


| on PUBLIC GROUND. He admits that J have 


neither fabricated Falſhood nor publiſhed TRUTH 


for the inſidious. Purpoſes of private- Reſentment. 
"He acquits me of Malice and Revenge—thoſe dark 
and dreadful Paſſions which croud the World with 


Sorrows and with Crimes—and leaves it to your, 


Lordſhips to determine whether my PUBLIC 
OBJECT was the Preſervation of my Country, or 
its Ruin. The learned Gentleman indeed denies 
the. Patriotiſm of my Views; but as he poſſeſſes no 
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(855) - 
Power to Penetrate my Breaſt, I appeal from in- 
tereſted Fiction to the Truth and Analogy of Facts. 
And it is Proper to obſerve, in the firſt Place, 
that I never conceived the Proſecutrix to be of 
ſuch Importance in PRIVATE Life, that a Detail 
of her Attachments would either Benefit or amuſe 
the World. An Idea never exiſted in my Mind 
that the Amours of an Engliſh Commoner; or the 
Intrigues of a French Count could have any In- 
fluence on the political Intereſts of my Country. 
But, my Lord, the Pamphlet, whence the Libel has 
been extracted, contains Matter of infinite Moment 
to the Exiſtence of FREEDOM and the PRO- 
TESTANT FAITH. It ſtates that the Lady i is 
'a Papiſt—that a Fund is eſtabliſhed to proſelyte the 
Poor—that a Syſtem is formed to extend the 
Influence of Popery to the Senate and even to the 
 "THRONE—and that his Royal Highneſs George 
Prince of Wales, as far as the Laws of GOD—of 
CONSCIENCE- and the CATHOLIC FAITH 
—have any obligations on Man—as far as CE- 
REMONY and CONSUMMATION conſtitute 
Marriage, is her HUSBAND; the Huſband of that 
Lady, Who complains—, Heigh Ho that 7 
have broken the King's PEACE! 
In the ſecond Place, it is proper to advert to the 
Period of Publication, His Majeſty was deprived 


of 


(4 ) 

ol Reaſon: A. new Magiſtrate was to be appointed 
as Locum Tenens. To this important Truſt, 
Parliament elected his Royal Highneſs the Prince 


of Wales. But by an Act of William and Mary, 
neither a Chief Magiſtrate, nor a Regent can be 


legally Married to a Papiſt. If either preſume 
to Violate this Law, the good People of the Realm 


are abſolved of their Allegiance.” 

I am not entering into a Defence of this Law. 
The Time is rapidly advancing when a Defence 
of Chriſtianity itſelf will appear ridiculous, and 
perhaps hazardous. But, my Lord, though the 
pure Doctrines of the Bible, which are guarded by 


that Act, be no longer in Eſtimation, ſurely ſome | 
Reverence is due to the Authority of Parliament, 


By my Oath of Allegiance I am bound to the 
Obſervance of the Laws; I am bound to aid and 
aſſiſt the Magiſtrate in enforcing the Obedience 
| of Others. I was; therefore, diſcharging the Duties 
of a good Citizen when J apprized the Public 
of the Violence offered to this A& of our An- 
ceſtors. The learned Gentleman will not re- 
proach me with giving credit to idle and unfound- 
ed Rumors, for ALL EUROPE knew the 


Lady was a Papiſt, and ALL EUROPE believed 


her married to the REGENT Elect. 


| 
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In this enlightened age, it has happilybeen diſ- 
covered. that the BIBLE, held in Reverence by AD- 
DISON and LOCKE, by NEWTON and BA- 
CON, i is a filly. Book and grounded on Fiction. I 
am, therefore, ſenſible, my Lord, I ſhall derive no 
Credit from the Confeſſion that I honor its ſacred 
Doctrines and conceive them worthy my Faith and 
Practice. I do not poſſeſs Strength of Intellect ſuffi- 
cient to raiſe me above the Prejudices of the igno- 
rant men whom I have named, I hope your Lord- 
ſhip will in Tenderneſs forgive me. My Education 
and my Vows do alſo plead powerfully in my Behalf. 
Add to theſe, my Lord, a deep CONVICTION 
that Popery is hoſtile to religious Truth and un- 
friendly to the civil Intereſts of Mankind. What- 
ever its artful Advocates may advance in its De- 
fence, I am ſatisfied, and pledge my Honor to 

demonſtrate, chat POPERY is ETERNALLT 
the SAME—By a Neceſſity of Nature it is IM - 

MUTABLE. And however gentle and pacific 
Its preſent Appearances, Popery ought to be con- 
ſidered as a MONSTER in CHAINS. I grant 
that Engliſh Catholics have Permiſion to abjure 
the civil Juriſdiction of the Pope, but I affirm 
on authority that no Man of Information will con- 
4 TEES ens 


„ w * 


4 


„ 
trovert, that the DEITY himſelf has not an 
equal Juriſdiction with the POPE in Reference 
to DOCTRINE; for it is not the Word of God 
which they profeſs to believe, but the Dictum of 
his Holineſs,“ or the Decrees of a Council. And 
by one of the many infernal Decrees, Papiſts in 
all Parts of the Globe are ſolemnly enjoyned 
to anathematize—in Body and Spirit every 


Diſſenter from the Church of Rome. With all 


the boaſted Liberality of the Times, this inhuman 
Ceremony is now performed + by the Pope him- 
ſelf; attended with fo ſhecking a Detail of Curſes 
— ſuch Bitrerneſs and Barbarity of Denunciation— 
that all the Epithets of Malevolence are exhauſted 
and the accurſed Infidels* are conſigned to the 
Horrors of ETERNAL DAMNATION ! 

I have therefore the Authority. of Conſcience and 


Reaſon to ſupport me in this ſolemn aſſertion, that 


in publiſhing NEMESTS, I acted perfectly con- 
fiſtent with the Duties of a good Citizen and a 
PROTESTANT Miniſter, 

But in Anſwer to all this it may be contended, 
ay in a Age of Letters and liberal Enquiry 


Proſelytes | 


* For nds in en of this Poſition, I refer 
the Reader to Alfred to * * oþ of London. | 
{ Annually. 
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Proſelytes to Popery will be few. I am ready to 


admit, my Lord, that the higher Ranks of the 


Community will not become Converts to Popery 
E till it be their INTEREST. But the lower 
Orders are NOW expoſed by their-IGNORANCE 
and POVERTY to the Inſidious Arts of the 
Catholic Prieſthood as much as at any Period of 
the World. And here is the Danger. If they 
continue their Exertions with the ſame Vigor and 
Succeſs as in the laſt twenty Years, a vaſt Majority 
of the POOR in the Metropolis, and of the PEA- 
SANTRY throughout the Kingdom will be under 
their abſolute Controul. And what will be the 
Conſequence? Refuſe them any Indulgence they 
may think proper to claim, and the Maſſac res and 
Martyrdoms of tormer Times will be renewed, 


Of the MANNER in which NEMESIS 
was PUBLISHED. | 
— ot ofcotoofets | 


ROM the MOTIVES of Publication, I pro- 
ceed to the MODE. And I hope 1 ſhall be 


« 


F 


forgiven, my Lord, if I notice, with ſome Degree 
| | "" "Of 


„„ 
of ſeverity, the baſe and unpardonable Inſinuation 
of the Counſel for the Proſecution. Though the 
« Defendant has SWORN that he is NOT the 
« Author of NEMESIS, I believe it WAS 
written by him.“ Gracious Heaven! am 1 ſpeak - 
ing in a Land of Freedom ! Ts it lawful, is it de- 
cent to fine and impriſon an Engliſhman for pub- 
liſhing a FACT, when a Counſel may, with Im- 


punity, utter ſo foul a FALSHOOD ? My Lord, 


if I periſh for my Temerity, I will declare in the | 
Face of the World that the learned Gentleman has 


neither the HONOR. nor the SPIRIT to repeat 
the Charge out of the Walls of this Court. And 1 
beg leave to remind him of the celebrated Apo- 
thegm of a Grecian Sage—no Man readily ſuſpects 
another of Perjury till PERJURED himſelf. 

The learned Counſel accuſes me of proſtituting 
my ſacred Profeſſion, by annexing an Affidavit 
to the Pamphlet before the Court. Be pleaſed, 
my Lord, to weigh this Charge in the Balance of 


Reaſon, and it will be found, like his other decla- 


matory Arguments, /ighter than Vanity, In the 
firſt place, it is a Duty we owe the Public to ſtate 
the Grounds on which we affirm a Propoſition to 
be TRUE or FALSE. Human Evidence ig 
multiform and various; and Mankind regulate 


their 


{ 44 ) 
| their Aſſent to a Rumor by the Sum of the Proba- 
bilities adduced in its Support. When a Man of 
Integrity relates an Event from his own perſonal = 
and immediate Knowlege, we give implicit Credit 
to the Narrative without demanding any further 
Demonſtration. But if he' inform us that he 
ſpeaks from Rumor only, we ſuſpend Aſſent till 
the Fact is eſtabliſned by indiſputable Evidence. | 
In the ſecond Place we are to conſider the Alter- 
native to which an Author is reduced, who. pub- 
liſhes an Anecdote on his own Teſtimony. of the 
Fact. If the Report be groundleſs, he is juſtly 
branded with Infainy as the Publiſher of Calumny 
and F alſhood. 

And hence my Juſtification. . A Senſe of Duty 
to the Public, and a Regard for perſonal Reputation 
induced me to inform the World that—1 was not 
the Author f Nemeſis — and yet that I believed the 
Contents to be ftrifily true. The firſt Poſition. was 
_ neceſſary as a Security for my Honor in the Event 
of its being a groundleſs Aſperſion. The ſecond was 
intended to apprize the Public that the Imputation 
on the illuſtrious Lady was ſo far corroborated 
by concurrent Teſtimony, that I could with 
ſafety make an Appeal to the Heart-ſearching 


( 45 ) 


God, that 1 BELIEVED the Cclnteii to be 
founded on FACT, and too important to be con- 
CER from — View. 


LY 


* 


of a Groſs Falſhood advanced by the 
Coun ſel for the Proſecution, 


cho vfoataoiaotantootacetooterteoje 


„r, if ſuch be the Conſtitution of che kevin 
Mind that an HONEST Man ſeldom ſuf- 
Pt another of PERJURY, the learned Gentle- 
man muſt be conſcious ot deep Depravity indeed, 


8 when 


Nothing can exceed the Duplicity and Meanneſs of the 
PARTIES intereſted in this Affair, From the Arts 
adopted to ſuppreſs my firſt Pamphlet, I was convinced I 
had to deal with Men deſtitute of Honor and moral Prin- 
ciple, and that the utmoſt Caution was neceſſary to guard 
me from their Snares. They have made frequent Attempts 
but in all they have been foiled. While Nemeſis was at 
Preſs, two Gentlemen 0 ſted me at the Printing Office 
to the Purport following. Pray, Sir, would the Editor 


of Nemeſis acoept a handſome Sum for the Suppreſſion 2 
BE e e No · 


(af 2 


when he preſumed to charge me with ute an 
Overture to © recant my Aſſertions.“ But the 
Charge i is FALSE. The learned Gentleman wall 
conſider the Language as emphatically pointed to 
his heart—the Charge 1 is FALSE. NS 
My Lords, as Honor is IT dearer than 
Life, I moſt humbly and earneſtly entreat your 
Lordſhips to remand me to Priſon, that the learned 
Counſel may have all the Time he can deſire to 
ſubſtantiate the Charge. And I earneſtly call on 
the Gentleman himſelf—in the Preſcnce of Heaven 
TERS 47 and 


No, (ad I, 'Þ am 1 he would not. But it an 
Overture of that kind were made by the Lady herſelf 
would he not? NO. But we wiſh to be informed if he would 
make an ungenerous Uſe of the Overture and diſcloſe it 
to the World? That would depend, in a great Meaſure, 
on the Nature of the Overture. If the feelings of 
the Lady prompt her to a Step of that ſort, 1 imagine 


ALFRED would treat her with all the Politeneſs conſiſtent - 


with his Duty to. the PUBLIC CAUSE—but no Power 
on Earth will prevail on him te ſuppreſs the Publication. 
The Gentlemen knew, from my dreſs and Behaviour, 

to whom they were ſpeaking, and had I uſed a fingle | 
Phraze ſuſceptible-of a double Interpretation, the Henor- 
able Mr. Erſkine would have brought them into Court, 
to. SWEAR that I made Overtures to ſuppreſs the Pam- 
phlet. 


660 


and this honorable Court to JOIN ISSUE on the 
Averment, and reſcue his name from the Ipipny 
of premeditated Falſhood. | 

I pauſe, my Lord, for the learned Gentleman's 
Reply But he is ſilent-he PRUDENTLY de- 
clines that juſtification of Character which MEN of 
HONOR prefer to every Conſideration on Earth. 
But let it be aſſumed. in Argument that I really 
made an Attempt to ſtay Proceedings—and what 
is the Concluſion—that I was. influenced either by 
LOVE of JUSTICE, or DREAD of PUNISH- 
MEN T. If the learned Gentleman admit the 
former Part of the Concluſion, he pronounces an 
Eulogium on my Heart that would do honor to 
an Angel. What.ardent Concern for the Intereſts 
of Truth and Virtue—what ſtrong Attachment to 
Tuſtice—how prompt an Effuſion of Beneficence, 
Generoſity and Social Affection, muſt that Man ex- 
perience who voluntarily abjures an Error, or re- 
tracts a Falſhood | 

Bur if the learned Counſal cas that I was 
influenced by Dread of Puniſhment, I reſt my 
Defence on the high Authority of the Redeemer— 
Agree with thine Adverſary quickly whilſs thou art in 
the Way with him, leſt he deliver thee to the Judge, 
and the Judge caſt Fee. into Priſon. 


My 
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r Heart informs me that my Love of Juſtice 
is complete. And I have been long apprized. of 
the Conſequences of Crown Office Proſecutions. 
But with this Rectitude of Principle, and with 
this Expectation of Fine and Impriſonment, I made 
no Effort ro intercept the Vengeance of the Laws. 
CONSCIENCE interpoſed its Authority awe re- 
jected all Ideas of Conceſſion. 

The Overture, in Fact, originated with the 
Solicitor for the Proſecution*. By the Medium 
of ſome common Friends was I informed, that 
the Lady would ſtay Proceedings if I would con- 
ſent to make an Apology, I wrote to the Lady 
and to her Solicitor to acquaint thetn that 
ALFRED's APCLOGY was in the PRESS 
and would be publiſhed in a few Days, | 

Now, my Lord, be pleaſed to notice the Con- 
duct were it not for my Reſpect for the Court, 
I would term it—the INFAMOUS Conduct of 
the Counſel for the Proſecution. He firſt re- 
proaches me with recanting, and then exhibirs ꝓ the 
Book containing my Recantation, as a more au- 
-dacious Libel than Nemeſis itſelf. Never was a 
| Victory more dh ad nor a Triumph more 


elorious ! 


Any Nobicman or Gentleman Cefirous of knowing 
Particslars may appiy to Mr. Culluw, CHAS Croſs. 
1 Freſents to the Court. 
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glorious ! This Moment hedeſcribes me as an ab- 
je& Supplicant, PERJURING myſelf for a Par- 


don; and in the next he complains that my Peti- 
tion for that Pardon is infinitely more vehement 
and vindictive, more haughty and inſulting than 
the Libel itſelf! The Multitude of Mankind, 
who are not ſo intimately acquainted with the 
VIRTUES of the learned Counſel as I am, will 
imagine it to be his Intereſt to betray the Cauſe 


which he appears to defend. For my Part, I 


judge more favorably of his HEART than the 
moſt indulgent Charity will permit me to do of 
his HEAD; and ſhould ever my Honor be called 


in queſtion in a Court of Law, I requeſt, as a 


particular Favor, that the learned Gentleman. will 
be my Opponent, 


I indulge the Hope, my Lords, that you are 


already fatisfied that the Charge is no leſs ground- 


leſs than abſurd, But I feel it my Duty to notice 


the diſingenuous Manner in which the learned 
Counſel garbles the Hiſtory of this imaginary 
Overture. After the Publication of Alfred's 
Apology, I was again informed that the PARTY 
| wiſhed to conſign the Affair to Oblivion—that the 
Lady defired Nothing more than a decent Pretext 
for dropping the Proſecution—that it would be 
| conſidered 
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conſidered as an Indulgence to her Feelings, if I 
would publicly declare that L was not the Author 
of Nemeſis, nor acquainted with its Author. To 
which I anſwered My Oppoſition to the Lady 
is of a Public Nature — His Majeſty is recovered, 

and the Cauſe of Oppoſition is, for the preſent, at an 
End- If a public Declaration from me that I am 
NOT the AUTHOR of Nemeſis. will afford any 
Eaſe or Happineſs to the Lady, I will cheerfully 
comply with her Requeſt, becauſe Such a Declaration 

will only corroborate my former Affidavit. 3 

And if the Lady will derive any ſatisfaction from 
an Avowal of my Ignorance of the Author, I will 
as readily oblige her in that alſo, becauſe 

It will afford very frong collateral Evidence of the 
diſnteraſted Motives of Publication and confirm this 
ſolemn Truth, that I have never received, direct. y ner 
indirełily, any Promiſe er Pledge of Indemnification 
from its Authir. 

I then wrote a Letter to the above Purport and 
ſent it to R. Belt, Eſquire, my Clerk in Court, Who 
communicated the Contents to. Mr, Lowten, the 
Lady's Solicitor, and then returned it to Mr, Naylor, 


muy Attorney, Newport Street. Some e 


and the Negotiation ended. | 
Such is. the , Hiſtory of the Overture. 1 as 
the 


( 3) 


the learned Counſel once judiciouſiy obſerved®* that 

* BASE muſt be the Mind which is not affected 
by public Opinion,“ I hope he will now vindicate 
his Claim to the SENSIBILITIES of a GENTLE. 
MAN; and if he be not prepared with immediate 
Proof to ſuſtain the weighty Imputation on my 
Honor, let him ſecond my Requeſt to your Lord- 
ſhips that I may ſtand committed till the laſt Day 
of Term. The Alternative is painful; the learned 
Gentleman or Myſelf muſt be deemed INFA- 
MOUS for ever. But, my Lord, the learned 
Gentleman is filent—ſilenr as the Grave; nor do I 
expect to hear any more of the Affair, but in abu- 
five Paragraphs in the Public Papers, for which — 
I ſpeak on Authority—his illuſtrious Client pays 
many Hundreds per Annum. 


$$46063000400040000005000 
Miſcellaneous Animadverſion. 


Pi my Lord, I have confuted every Charge 
brought by the learned Counſel that affects 
my Honor. My ſubſequent Reinarks are more 


Trial Loughborough verſus Walter. 
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„ 
deſultory, in Point of Arrangement; for as I am 
compelled to follow the learned Gentleman in his 


own Tract of Rhapſody, I muſt fo far reſemble him 


as to reaſon without Order and to reply without 
Coherence. 


LORD MANSF IELD. The Jeninud Counſel 
complains that in Alfred's Apology I have. joined 
the Name of Mansfield © a noble and upright Judge”? 
to that of Jefferies who © betrayed the public Cauſe.” 
It is ſingular my Lord, that this Character of Lord 
Chief Juſtice Jefferies ſhould, on my Part, be a 
Plea of Juſtification, and on the Part of the learned 
Counſel a ground of Complaint. 

Of the diſcriminative Excellencies of Judge 
Jefferies, Hiftorians are ſilent. But as I am not 
fond of libelling the Dead, I will candidly allow 
him, in common with Lord Mansfield, a happy 
Memory and a penetrating Judgment, great Vari- 
ety and Vigor of Sentiment with a graceful Elo- 
cution; and yet 1 coincide in Opinion with the 
learned Counſel, that he betrayed the public Cauſe, 
for he -was an Enemy to the FREEDOM of the 
PRESS. Like Lord Mansfield, he might once 
enjoy a Supremacy of Reputation as an Arbiter 
of Civil Pleas; but his Laurel was deciduous 
he was an * to the FREEDOM of the 


PRESS. 


( 


PRESS. The Integrity of Lord Mansfield, as a 
Judge of commercial Controverſies, is univerſally 
admitted ; and the Diſpatch with which he adjuſted 
the moſt complicated Cauſes is univerſally admired. 
And yet the Grand Juries of England=the Coun- 
ties of York and Middleſex—the City of Lon- 
don—in one Word, the PEOPLE, have carried 
Complaints to the Throne itſelf of Juries deprived 
of conſtitutional Powers, and of attacks on the 
FREEDOM of the PRESS fo ſerious and alarming 
as to have no Parallel on this Side the Revolution: 

The learned Counſel then goes on to expreſs his 
Satisfaction, that he is libelled in ſuch honorable 
Company as Lord Chief Juſtice Mansfield. But 
I entreat the learned Gentleman' to repreſs his 
Vanity. I know he is fond of forming a COALI- 
TION with any Man, who can advance his In- 
tereſts and gratify his Ambition; but it never was 
my intention to elevate the learned Gentleman to 
the Dignity of a Mansfield. Both in Candor and 
in Juſtice, I can allow the noble Peer to be as able 
and upright a Judge as Lord Chief Juſtice 
Jefferies; but neither in Candor nor Juſtice, can 
I grant the learned Gentleman the ABILITIES 

and CONSISTENCY of Enher. 
Lord Mansfield embraced his Doctrines of the 
Preſs from PRINCIPLE. In early Life, he 


H | drank 
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' drank the Health of a certain unhappy. Prince on 


his bare Knees, and poured out the moſt ardent 
Prayers for his Succeſs, and in the whole Tenor 
of his ſubſequent Life—whenever FREEDOM 
was in Queſtion—he difplayed a UNIFORM 
and CONSISTENT Attachment to thoſe Opiniogs 
which had a Tendency to reſtore that Prince to 
Happineſs and to eſtabliſhed his Throne for Ever. 
To the Praiſe of Conſiſtency, therefore, his Lord- 


ſhip is juſtly entitled. 


It is indeed, Conſiſtency in ERROR: it | ſallies 


is Glory as a Judge, and renders him extremely 


unpopular. But his Lordſhip is not CON TEMP- 
BLE. We may HATE him but we cannot 
DESPISE him. It is only when a Man degrades 
himſelf by Verſatility of Sentiment—=a Whig to 
Day and a Tory to Morrow one Hour a Cham- 
pion for Freedom and the next an Advocate for 
Slavery—that we combine CONTEMET with. 
Infamy. 


It would, therefore, be 3 8 


to aggrandize the declamatory Talents of Mr. 
. Erſkine by ranking them with the ſolid Eloquence 


and conſliſtent Principles of the late Chief Juſtice 
of the King's Bench. It would be an Inſult to the 
noble Lord that even his Offences againſt the 

f _ LIBERTIES 


( 5s ) 
1. Aünrks of the PEOPLE — - great as they 


ar —would be inſufficient to juſtify. I am not 
accuſtomed' to advance Aſſertions without Evi- 
dence. I appeal to the Trial of the Dean of St. 
Aſaph. The Principles and Conduct of the learned 
Counſel were thea as oppoſite to his preſent Prin- 
ciples and Conduct as Light and Darkneſs, as 
Glory and Diſgrace. I allude, my Lord, to Prin- 
ciples of LAW. As to MORAL Principle, or 


that hidden Spring of Action which controuls all 


ſubordinate Movements, the learned Gentleman is 
perfectly conſiſtent. | "I do not mean to reproach 
him with deſerting his SELF Efteem or his 


PERSONAL INTERESTS. In that Part of 


| His: Character, he is of equal Dignity with Lord 
Mansfield—himfelf—par nobile Fratrum. 

Were the learned Counſel an Object of fafficient 
Conſequence to invite my Reſentments, I would 
make his Infamy immortal, by contraſting him 
with—HIMSELF. On the Trial of the Dean of 
St. Afaph, with the aſſumed ſincerity of Patriot, 
he contended' that T RUTH is NOT a LIBEL. 
And with all the Solemnity of the profoundeſt 

Hypocrite, with his Hand on his Breaſt, he appealed 
to Heaven that Truth IS NOT=that Truth CAN- 
8 8 be a LIBE L, and © therefore, Gentlemen 
of 
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of the Jury, the Defendant muſt be „ with 
Honor |! | The learned Gentleman was then declaim- 
ing under the Impulſe of a FEE of no common 
Magnitude. 

On the preſent Occaſion, . his INTEREST i is to 
oppoſe his HONOR. And he is now, exerting 
himſelf to ſend a Citizen to the Baſtile for publiſh- 
ing a TRUTH which all France v will atteſt. and 
no Man 1 in England deny, 5 
permit me to add, m. Lord, that woe 
in the CROWN. OF F ICE. for Libels bave been 
reprobated, not by PATRIOTS only, b ut. by rhe 
learned Counſel himſelf. I retex to Loughborough 
verſus Walter. Gentlemen of. the Jury, ſaid he, 
wy noble C lient has brought his Action i in the pre- 
ſent Form from Motives of f,, JU: STICE . and 
HONOR. — The, Defendant . is at, Liberty to 
JUSTIFY his Werds, and my noble Client has 
an Opportunity, to Ve Af. * Aan, on bis 
HONOR, 3 
But the learned Counſel, now — bh a \ Proceſs 
by Indiliment, which tacitly admits, on his own 
Syſtem of reaſoning, the GUILT. of the Plaintiff 
and the INNOCENCE e of the Defendant, Could 
the moſt malignant ingenuity have deviſed 2 
ſtronger LIBEL, on the Aae Lady, Ji 

Adee 


0 "87 }) 
tae Proceſs adopted by her Counſel! What Ideas 


will the Courts of Europe hereafter conceive of - 
QUEEN, who being 'publicly pronounced a 
WHORE, nn = Vaſt 885 the Mode of re- 


futing it! 

But what vill Europe think of 4 PEOPLE 
of ENGLAND in general, and of the CITY of 
LONDON in particular for ſuffering ſo degrading 
a Stigma on the national Character! Are France 
and America to enjoy Freedom, and England to 
be enſlaved? I indulge the Hope, my Lord, that 
the Time is approaching when England alſo will 
aſſert the Rights af TRUUTH and JUSTICE, 
and no longer permit her Citizens to be immured 
in Priſons for the publiſhing important FACTS, 

* TRAP TO CATCH VERMIN. The 
learned and aecompliſned Gentleman has thought 
proper to apprize the Court that, he does not 
keep at bis own Expence—a Trap to catch Ver- 
min.” Tour Lordſhip will believe that I did not 
underſtand this Phraſe. It is not the Language 
of 'a Gentleman. But on aſking ſome of the 
BLACK GUARD S in the King's Bench Priſon 


what it meant, they anſwered © perhaps, Sir, you 


have accuſed atr learned FRIEND of an Attempt 
to draw 3s over to the 8 .“ I inſtantly 
| n 
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recollected the TRAP that was ſett during the 
Royal Indiſpoſition. It was well baited with 
REGENCY Toys and Sweetmeats and Sugar 
Plumbs. And you know, my Lord, that ſeveral 
RATS who apprehended © the o Houſe was 
tumũ ing over their Ears,” fled to this celebrated 
Trap for Food and Protection. I myſelf was 
offtred=the learned Gentleman knows © I was 
offered—a/ handſome Slice of REGENCY BRIDE 
Cake: to nibble, but I found it compoſed of ſuck 
dirty Ingredients that I could not digeſt it. Ez 
bijzc ill Lachmymæ. But the learned Gentleman 
hopes, by Fines, Impriſunment, and Expences, to 
give me as good an Appetit as his o, that I may 
eat ANT THING n 
aſking any Queſtions r Conſcience! Sake, 
ut I am far from accuſing che learned 9 
tenus, as far as Mords can be of Service to the 
Cauſe, he is a zealous and uſeful Partizan. And 
if Weſtminſter-Hall be infeſted with Vermip 1 
dare aiim, my Lord, he will pres, as expert a 
RAT Catcher af himſelf ) 

++ RUFFIAN.“ The learned Gentleman c. com- 
* that I libelled the Lady by **© baking ny 
Head while he was ſpeaking, and that ſuch 
Donduct becomes a Ruffian and nat a Man. 


My 


5 


(. 59 ) 


My Lord, I cheerfully ſubmit the Propriety of 
my Conduct to the Judgment of this Court and 
of the whole World. It is true I held down my 


Head that I might not be guilty of the In Fo | 
of laughing in the learned Gentleman's Face; and. 


it is equally true that I ſhook my Head, from 


mingled Sentiments of Pity and Contempt. > I had 


urged, in my Addreſs to the Court, that the Lady. 


is in Habits of tender Intimacy with the Prince of 
Wales, and is conſequently, his MISTRESS or 


his WIFE. This Concluſion the learned Gentle- 


men pronounces monſtrous, and equally applicable 
to every Woman in the Kingdom who muſs be 


the Miſtreſs of the Prince . Wy ſaid be, if ſhe be 


not bis Wife." 

But the learned Counſa 1 not 1 ſo 
groſs a Soleciſm, had he not been ignorant ef that 
Operation of the Mind by which we deduce uns 
known Propoſitions - from thoſe which are: evident 


or acknowledged. Wite and Miſtreſs, with Reſpect 


to the Prince of Wales, are remote Relations, and 
the juſt Application of either Term can be diſ- 
covered only by the uſe of intermediate Ideas. In 


the preſent Inſtance, the intermediate Idea is uni- 
verſally acknowledged THEV HAVE SLEPT 


3 ergo, the 1 is ee 0 
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; WIFE. or his MISTRESS. Now when the 
Fi learned Gentleman can prove that His Royal 
' Highneſs has SLEPT with every Woman in the 
Kingdom, I will allow the Truth of the Conclu- 
ſion—every Woman in the Kingdom is either 
his WIFE or his WHORE. 

Ass to the other ſagacious Concluſion, I muſt be 


a RUFFIAN becauſe I am not a BLOCKHEAD 


—the learned Gentleman will do me the Honor 
toaſk my Pardon—or | ſhall certainly vindicate the 
Rights of Nature and the Dignity of an Engliſhman 
I cannot indeed conſider him as a Gentleman, 
Il muſt treat him as a RUF FIA N” is ex- 
pected to treat a RASC AL. 

« THE IND!CTMENT” The learned Coun- 
ſel has declared to the Court—with as much 
Solemnity as though he beleived what he ſaid - that 

the firſt Indictment was quaſhed becauſe the Grand 
Jury did not find all the Counts which are in the 
preſent Indictment. But, my Lords, if you be not 
already. convinced that the learned Gentleman is 
unhappily at Variance with Truth and Candor, I 
requeſt your Lordſhips will compare the Indictment 
on your Records with the Counts of the Indictment 

FE | s found 


Bernie Alſred's 1 has been obi Three 
Months. 


1 | 
found by the former Grand Jury, and if the Aſſer- 
tion of the learned Counſel be not totally falſe and 
unfounded, I conſent to be decined infamous for 
ever. ; | 
I pauſe, my Lord, as uſual, to Auen the learned 

Gentleman Time to reccollect himſelf, and to join 
Iſſue on the contradictory Poſitions; but, as uſual, 
the learned Gentleman is ſilent. He is not fond 
of appealing to Facts. I am happy, however, to 
ſee him decline his Head and bluſh. T hey are 
Marks of a decent and liberal Contrition. 

The Fact is, my Lord, MARIA Fitzherbert was 
the Name which the offended Lady aſſumed in the 
prior Indictment; and MARY ANN Fitzherbert 
in the preſent.* It is ſomewhat extraordionary, 
I confeſs, for a Lady to be ignorant of her own 
Name; and perhaps, after all, the Error is not to 
be attributed to the fair Companion of the Prince 
of Wales, Mr. Lowten, Solicitor to His Royal 
Higlineſs“ has alſo a FIT ZHERBERT under his 
Protection. He is a Man of Gallantry and diſ- 
poſed, perhaps, to vindicate her CHASTITX- 
The Ladies obviouſly differ in Name, but in the 
Tndiftments they a are both deſcribed, and with equal 


Truth 


* In Alfred's Apology, a | Reaſon is aſſigned for this 
Charge. 


-+ And to her _—_ Highneſs,” 


| „ 
Truth and Juſtice good,“ « VIRTUOUS, and peace- 
able Sort of Women.” 

* HEIR TO THE THRONE.” In Alfred's 
Apology, it is affirmed that MARIA alias MARY 
ANNE Fitzherbert is a Papiſt and married to 
His Royal Highneſs George Prince of Wales; and 
hence the learned Counſel reproaches me with this 
Concluſion—His Royal Highneſs is not HEIR 
TO THE THRONE OF THESE REALMS. 
The Concluſion, my Lord, is either deducible 
from the Premiſes, or it is not. If it be not de- 
ducible from the Premiſes, the Reproach reverts 
to the learned Gentleman himſelf. But if it be a 
fair and legitimate Inference, let him if he dare— 
controvert the Validity of the Premiſes—let him 
bring an Action on the Plea Side of the Court 
for my declaring the Lady a Papiſt—let him, if he 
conceive it to be his Duty or his Intereſt, let him 
proſecute for a Jactitation of Marriage with the 
Prince of Wales. I will meet him. 

But the Premiſes are as true as the Exiſtence of 
the Deity ; and the Inference as incontrovertible. 
By this union with a PAPIST, the. Act of William 
and Mary is groſsly inſulted. -—Arid as the Mar- 
riage was ſolemnized according to the Rites and 
1 5 of the er of Rome, His Royal 

Highneſs 


( 63). 
Highneſs—meaning his Royal Highneſs George 


Prince of Wales—is fully and effectually RE- 


: 


CONCILED to the Church of Rome. Bu 
when it pleaſes the ſupreme Diſpoſer of the Uni- 
verſe to call our preſent gracious Sovereign out of 
this tranſitory Life, I believe there will be but 
one Opinion in the Realm, concerning the Suc- 
ceſſor. The Union will doubtleſs be lamented, and 
the People will DEMAND a SEPARATION ; 

but I am perſuaded no generous Mind will reſiſt 
the hereditary Claims of his Royal Highneſs to the 


Throne. The Indiſcretion will be forgiven. 


— 
Contr yr 


UNISHMENT, my Lord, ought to be mea- 
ſured by the MOTIVES - and CONSE- 
.QUENCES. of the FACT of which a C itizen is 
found guilty by a JURY of his Country. My 
MOTIVES were innocent; though not honorable ; 
for I confefs, my Lord, it is more honorable to be 
an Infidel than a Believer: There was indeed a 


Time when the PROTESTANT FAITH was 


1 in 
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in high Eſtimation. To defend it was honorable, 
and o oppoſe it infamous, But this is now con- 
ſid red as mere WIIINING and CANTING ,” 
as the learned Gentleman happily expreſſ-s it. 
And there was a Time when the learned Gentleman 
himſelſ could declaim againſt Popery as hoſtile to 
Freedom and ſubverſive of Religious Truth; but 
in Juſtice to his Feelings, it ought to be remem- 
bered, that he had two Hundred and Fi if Pounds 
for his Trouble. 

As to my POLITICAL Motives, they are 
doubtleſs {till more offenſive to the learned Gen- 
tleman, as they are ſo unfriendly to his ambition. 
But, my Lord, I hope it will not be conſidered, as an 
unpardonable Offence, that I acted in concert with 
a vaſt Majority of the People, and by every Effort 
in my Power ſupported the Cauſe of a loyal and 
patriotic Miniſter. _ 

If my Puniſhment be climates by the CON- 
SEQUENCES of my Conduct, I humbly con- 
ceive, my Lord, that the Expences already incur- 
red are more 2 nee to Expiaze * Sin 
againſt 

0 The SOVEREIGN 
AND AGAINST. 
The SUBJECT. 


Againſt 
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Againſt the Sovereign, becauſe a LiBEL is 
thus defined Something that bas a TENDENCY 
to 4 Breach of the Peace. It is thus defined by 
Lord Chief Juſtice Pratt the Pride of Engliſh- 
men and the brighteſt Luminary of the Law.— 
Now I demand to know, my Lord, what Evidence 
has been brought to the Bar in Proof of the Aver- 
ment on Record—it has BROKEN the KING's 
PEACE. Has any ex Offcio Information been 
filed by the Attorney General? Has the Book 
been ſubmitted to your Lordſhips on the volun- 
tary Suggeſtion of a Grand Jury ? Has any Proof 
been adduced of Riots and Inſurrections among 
the people? I admit the TENDENCY of the 
Book to cauſe a ſtruggle for Liberty, if Heaven 
had not reſtored his Majeſty to the uſe of Reaſon; 
but I deny, that the King's Peace has been brgken 
by me, however it may have been wounded by the 
Lady. _ 

I have to add, my So on this Topic that 
my Offence againſt the Sovereign ought to be 
termed a TRESPASS of IGNORANCE. And 
ſo. clear and convincing are the Arguments which 
Common Senſe ſupplies on the Occaſion, that I 
defy the learned Gentleman to elude their Force 
by any Arts of Sophiſtry, or, Evaſions of Law. 

He 


( 


He may anſwer, indeed—ſach is the Doctrine of 
Lord Chief Juſtice Jefferies, and ſuch rhe Practice 
of Lord Chief Juſtice Mansfield; but if the Au- 
thority of Names be an admiſſible Subſtitute for 
REASON and the RIGHTS of MANKIND, 
it might be urged with irreſiſtable Energy in 
Defence of the POPE, of the INQUISITION, of 
ILETTRES DE CACHET, of GENERAL 
WARRANTS, &c. 

This Plea being obviouſly abſurd, I 283 
my Lord, to enquire from what Source of Infor- 
mation a Citizen is to know that TRUTH is 
CRIMINAL. 

From GOD, the bleſſed and adorable Author 
of our Exiſtence ! I dare not aſſume the Idea even 
in Argument. The moral Principle implanted in 
the Breaſt of his Rational Creation—the Language 
of the Sacred Writings, in which TRUTH is 
moſt beautifully deſcribed as the Brightneſs of bis 
_ Glry—the Induction of Philoſophy from a Con- 
templation of his moral Attributes—all atteſt that 
TRUTH and JEHOVAH are inſeparable. 
From EDUCATION | But are we not taught, 
from early Infancy, to reverence TRUTH and 
abhor FALSHOOD ! Are not our Tutors and 
Preceptors perpetually inculcating Maxims of 

VERA 
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VERACI IY, and demonſtrating its lwportance 
in Time and Eternity? 

From the LAW of the LAND ? 1 ah my 
Lord, without Apology or Reſerve, that there is 
no Law on the Journals of Parliament which de- 
clares TRUTH to be a LIBEL. 

The moſt upright of our Judges have . de- 
Clared, that a Libel has its Eſſence in FALS- 
HOOD and not in TRUTH. And even the learned 
G.ntleman himſelf—1 bluſh for his perſonal Fame 
and the Fame of his Profeſſion— could once main- 

tian the ſame rational Doctrine. 

I defire, therefore, my Lord, to put this Queſ- 
tion to the Court with all the Solemnity it deſerves 
—How is a private Citizen to be apprized of a 
Law of which the Journals of Parliament are ſilent, 
and JUDGES and BARRISTERS ignorant! ! * 

Under every Point of View.in which the Subject 
can be conſidered, I am INNOCENT. And as 
in the Sight of the Deity, there is no moral 
Turpitude in a Treſpaſs of Ignorance, I hope 
your Lordſhips will imitate the Conduct of the 
Supreme, and acquit where it "ou be injuſtice 
to condemn. 

But: 


# More than ignorant, for they deny its Exiftence. 
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© Buteven admitiing TRUTH to be a LIBEL, 
I aver, on the Authority of Lord Camden, that 
Lidel has merely a TENDENCY to a Violation 

of the Peace. It is a Cauſe in POTENTIA, and 
before a Defendant can be MORALLY, LE- 
GALLY, or even RATIONALLY convicted 
as a CAUSE, it is incumbent on the learned 
Counſel! to prove an EFFECT“. But this has not 
been even attempted. 8 

But if a Citizen may be fined, :nprifaned, and 
overwhelmed with Expence—may be deprived of 
ſocial and domeſtic Happineſs, and be expoſed to 
irreparable Loſs in his private Affairs, for acting 
in Conformity to the Pictates of Conſcience and 
the Voice of Reaſon, under the facit Permiſſion of 
the Laws, and the avowed Sentiments of Judges 
and Barriſters, what Tdeas, my Lord, muſt ALL 
EUROPE entertain of the LIBERTIES of 
ENGLAND ? Is there not yet a  Conſummation 


nal 


lam now ſenfible that neither the Arguments nor 
che Eloquence of an Angel, had ſuch been my Counſel, 
would avail in his Stage of the Buſineſs. I Was unhap- 
pily adviſed, on the TRIAL of the FACT, to make no 
| Defence, But this was abſurd, as I am now convinced 


(09.7 
moſt devoutl to be wiſhed ? Will the Genius of 
Albion for ever ſlumber ?* 4 
But the learned Counſel appears to > reſt his 
Charge on the Injury done to an INDIVIDUAL. 
On this Ground I meet him with additional 
Ardor and Satisfaction. | 
I will not enlarge, my Lord, on the Opinion of 
the learned Gentleman that a Proceſs by criminal 
Indictment, for a private Libel, is no Juſtification 
of Character in the Plaintiff. The Opinion is cer- 
tainly founded in Law and Reaſon, and its affords 
to my Mind, and'it muſt afford to the whole' 
World a convincing Proof that Juſtification of 
Character, in this Inſtance, was not only difficult ö 
but IMPOSSIBLE. 
| Io aſcertain the Degree of Injury received by 
the Proſecutrix, it is indiſpenſably neceſſary, my 
Lord, to enter on a Candid Eſtimate of her CHA- 
RACTER in a MORAL —and in a LEGAL 
Acceptation of the Term. | 
I begin with her MORAL Reputation or the 
relive Excellence of her Character in civil Life. 
bs ne a mp | 
* No. The Spirit of F reedom is 3857 The jury, 
who tried Mr. Stockdale's Cauſe, did themſelves immor- 
tal Honor by connecting the FACT of Publiſhing with 
the vio: Language of the Tudictment, My Jury 
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And in the firſt Place, my Lord, I acknoylege,. 
with infinite Regret and with all the Concern of a 
Man of Sentiment and Honor, that the Plaintiff i is 
a Woman. And am equally concerned that the 
Imputation on her Conduct could not, with any. 
Colour of Decency or Truth, be transfered. to 
her noble Paramour, The Politeneſs of the 
Clergy, my Lord, is unqueſtionable. For though 
it is admitted that EVE intrigued with the 
DEVIL=the firſt Gallant on Record, and, to in- 
dulge her ruling Paſſion, deliberately conligned the 
Race of Man to eternal Damnation, yet we always 
transſer the Blame to her HUSBAND, Aad on the 
preſent. Occaſion, my Lord, I would cheerfully 
have ſtated that Count Bellois Was delivered of 4 
charming Bey, could I have done it with the 
lighteſt Appearance of Truth, or the leaft Pro- 
ſpect of being believed; for I am unable to ſee 
the Juſtice of denying the ſame polite Indulgence 
ro > Daughters, in a Stare of in, which is 2 


r 


State of Perfection. 
It being admitted that the Plaintiff f is a woman, 


the next Subject of Faquiry is ber CHA- 
KACTER. | 


Charatter 


(ou ) 


 Charatter i is a general Term and nearly ſyno- 
mymous with REPUTATION. Lucretia had a 
(Character, and ſo, my Lord, had Meſſalins. Some 
Ladies are celebrated for Beauty Others for Wit 
—Some for Chaſtity and others for Lewdneſs— 
but the Proſecutrix is ambitious of being diſtin- 
guiſhed for 


V IR T U E,. 


my 3 PUBLIC and PRIVATE |! ha 

Of her public Virtues ſufficient has been ſaid, on 

a former Occaſion. * And your Lordſhip, may 
be diſpoſed to aſk, Cui bono, to what Purpoſe do, 
you now enter into a Detail of her private Virtues? 
It is not my Intention. 1 only deſire to apprize 
the Fron of e of the i State of Free- 
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Judgment | on the FACT « PUBLISHING 
found by the Jury, though a Legion of Angels 
were at this Moment ready to depoſe at your Bar, 
chat they SAW Maria, alias Mary Anne Firzher- 

in che Embraces of Bellois. | 
And this I hope, will Induce them to avoly 8 to 
Parliament that JUSTICE, _ EQUITY and 
| 1 MERCY 


*. Alfred to che Biſhop ef Lendon, 
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MERCY may be no longer perverted by the Igno- 
rance of JURIES or the Corruption of JUDGES. 

Juries, my Lord, may be Men of Integrity and 
conſtitutional Information, and diſcharge their 
Duty in an able and honorable Manner, as was 
the Caſe twenty Years ago- ——Or they may be 
totally igncrant of the Law of Libels and the Pri- 
vileges of the PRESS, as we have ſeen to be the 
Caſe on recent Occaſions. | 

It is equal Folly to repoſe the Safety a Citizen 


on the uncertain and perhaps DISCORDANT 
INTERESTS of his Judges. It was a fortunate 
Event for Freedom when—durante bene placite* — 
was exchanged for—datante bene gerentef—end it 
was equally fortunate, perhaps, when the Salaries 
were made independant on the Pleaſure of the 
Crown. The OFFICE was thus raifed to the 
| Poſſibility of Independence ; but no Art, no Con” 
trivance will render the MAN independant, unleſs 
PASSION and the PROSPECTS of Futurity 
could be annihilated. ' A Puiſne Judge may deſire 
the Seat of the Chief Juſtice, and the Chief Juſtice 
may languiſh for a Title or be ſolicitous to retire 
with a Fenſion. As Under this K n Who 

oi Tr will 


* Ag long 2 as an King 9 
1 Till his Conduct is Min corrupt, 


FI 5 
will pronounce the Sentence of Court on Occaſions 
intereſting the Miniſtry ? The MINISTER indiſ. 


putably. 
Zour Virtues, my 1 are e PERSONAL and 


conſequently ACCIDENT AL—you cannot tranſ- 


mit to your Succeſſors, the Spirit of INDEPEN- 


DENCE which animates yourſelves... The Office 


1s FREE, but a Judge may be a SLAVE, 

| Hence, my Lord, the ablolute Neceſlity of a 
Law of Parliament to ſecure the Subject ſrom the 
Ignorance of a Jury and the Frailties of a Judge— 
a Law admitting a Juſtification of ConduQ, and 


directing the Damages to be A MAY Mo the 


Quantum of the Offence. 

Such a Law, I flatter myſelf, would give con 

ſiderable Relief, to your own Feelings. e. g. Your 
| Lordſhips have now read Alfred's Apology, the 
Book whence the learned Counſel has ſelected fo 
many Paſſages to exhibit to the Court as libellous ; 
and you there ſee, my Lords, that I have publicly 
called on the learned Gentleman to point to any 
Action of n:y Life which tarniſhes the Purity of 


my Honor, or impeaches the Integrity of my 


Heart. This Language - unpardonable on com- 


mon Occaſions—is innocent and laudable when 


Character is publicly arraigned. 1 now re- 'Z 


; wy 
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peat my Requeſt. ——But the HONORABLE | 
Gentleman is SILENT. His Silence is an eld 
quent Encomium on my Morals. Now 

When bis Lordſhip the ſenior Judge pronounces 
Judgment of Court, he will be compelled to do 
Violence to his fine Ideas of JUSTICE and 
TRUTH by addreffing me in the Language of 
the Indictment, as an evil minded Man, who has 
falſh, -wickedly, and maliciouſly defamed' a certain 
| Prareable, virtuous, good Sort of Woman,” The 
Jury have found the FACT of PUBLISHING, 
and your Lordſhips are bound to pronounce Sen- 
tence on the FACT in Terms conformable to the 
Language of the Indictment; and it is far from 
my Intention to impute Blame to your Lordſhips, 
to whom 1 am under the higheſt Obligation for 
you Candor and Impartiality. | 

But if it offer Violence to our eſtablithice Ob. 
nions of Juſtice and Truth to addreſs che Defen- 
dant in this Proſecution as an © evil minded Man.” 
J imagine CONSCIENCE muſt be wounded in 
deſcribing the Proſecutrix as a VIRTUOUS” 


woman. Witneſſes are inadmiſfible at 751, Bar, 


do me the Honor, therefore, my Lords, te follow 
me in Forum Conſcientiæ, where the Caſe ſhall be 
reſtated, and ſatisfactory Evidence adduced in ſup- 
port of my Innocence- | | | 
| 1 STATEMENT 


(26 2 


STATEMEN T OF THE CASE. The 
Proſecutrix-ſtiled by the Courteſy of Europe 
<< Her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Wales” and 
named in the Indictment £6 Mary Anne Firzherbert, 
Wi dow” —c —complains that the Defendant has defa- 
med her, and made her ridiculous.” 79 

AN AMOUR WITH A FRENCH NOBLE. 
MAN is the Species of Defamation ſtated in the 
Inditment. And it is further urged, : as a Plea of 
Aggravation, that this mode of defaming the Lady 
has a Tendency to make her ODIOUS: and RI. 
Dicul os. 

The Lady may diſmiſs her Anxiety - appearing. 
ridiculous. In the Circles of Faſhion, ſuch fugitive | 
Amours are quite the TON—not only as an 
Anticipation: of the Joys of Matrimony, but as a Re- 
lief from the Tædium of Matrimony itſelf. Atran-. 
fient Intimacy with half a dozen handſome young 
Fellows, fo far from diminiſhing the Charms and 
Influence of a Woman of Spirit, forms her beſt 
Recommendation to ROYALTY. The Lady 
may conſult her own Breaſt—or. alk her Friend 
Mrs. Parſlow—or her Siſter Lady . It 

is the, Privilege of Chriſtianity to enjoy this ſocial 
Intercourſe without Ridicule or Reſtraint, Nons 
but Jews, Turks, and nde hold the * | 


i 
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in Abhorrence. In that bleſſed Chiarck, of which 

the Lady i is a pious and  praiſe-worthy Member, 
the Maxims of Fornication and Adultery are ſtil | 
more liberal than with Proteſtants : : for a rrifling 
Sum by way of Expiation, a Woman may. in- 
dulge her Propenſities ad libitum, and afterwards be 
canonized for a Saint, 

The Lady and not Alfred has brought Odium 
on the Name of FI TZ HERBERT. Her daring 
Pretenſions to a Diadem expoſe her to the Deteſta- 
tion of Proteſtants. And the ſilly Attempts of 
the PARTY to paſs her on the World for a 

TUe JUS— —WIDOW make her the Jeſt 
of Europe. The F deutz of her Sex and the Enthu- 
ſtaſm of a Devotee are, perhaps, a ſufficient Excuſe 
for the Lady; but what Apology can be offered 
for thoſe, who ſyſtematically | ge rare! ma to ere | 
and then to AMBITION ? | 
The Odium and Obloquy which whe Lady . 
periences being thus refered to proper Cauſes, the F 

Nature and Dualtty of ny Y ence _— by: r 
tained in few Wern fc 9 ch 

As to its Nature, it is bene @ ths Light of 
Day that I have not accuſed the Lady of any Crime 
forbidden by the Laws of God or Man. I defire 
to be underſtood, my Lord, that a tender Corref- 
* pondence 


| \ Be 
pondence is not IPSO FACTO—finful or illegal. 
Increaſe and Multiply is a divine Command ; and 
the Lady appears to be ſenfible of the deſtination 
of her Sex by a ſtrong Attachment to her Duty, 
Her firſt Huſband was a Valetudinatian—a mere 
Non-efficient in the Annals of Galantry. And he 
died. The Lady then reſolved to take the 
VEIL ; but Mr. Fitzherbert, on the Authority 
of St, Paul, contended it was better to marry 
than ****, This Doctrine was ſtrongly ſupported 
by the Lady's CONSTITUTIONAL Opinions, 
and Mr, Fitzherbert triumphed in the Conqueſt 
of her Faith and Affections. But he, alſo, died 
And the Deity again became the Object of Adora- 
tion. Her Vows to mortify the ſoft Emotions of 
her frail Humanity were renewed. But an evil 
Genius again Intercepted her Repentance, and once 
more perſuaded her to renounce the Solitude of a 
Convent for an Intercourſe with Man. A perfect 
LUCRETIA' in Theory, but a M——na in Prac- 


tice, che Lady acknowleged her Spirit was willing 
but her Fleſh weak, and incapable of refiſting the 
combined Attacks of the Devil and Count Bellois. 
The Publication of this Intercourſe conſtitutes 
my Offence, which is only charging the Lady with 
an UNLAWFUL Conſummation of Love; in 
Rk other 
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other Words, with a total Diſregard to ESTAÞB- 
LISHED FORMS. 5 

And now, my Lords, ſuffer me to- appeal to 
_ CONSCIENCE. The Evidence I have to pro- 
duce originates in PUBLIC OPINION. Your 
Lordſhips are not ſo entirely abſtracted from the 
World, but you muſt have heard that the Proſecu- 
trix is Married to His Royal Highneſs George 
Prince of Wales. It may, indeed, be objected that 
the Evidence is inadmiſſible becauſe it is founded 
in RUMOR. But, my Lord, this Objection is 
in equal Force againſt ALL TRANSMITTED 
Knowlege, and MOST of the Occurrences of Life. 
The Facts which fall under immediate Cognizance 
are few, It is uncandid in the extreme to refuſe 
Aſſent to an Opinion probable in its own Nature 
and corroborated by UNIVERSAL BELIEF, 
But it is of little Moment to my Cauſe to deter- 
mine the Degree of Credit which ought to be given 
to Public Report in general, I reſt my Defence on 
the CREDIT which your Lordſhips—in CON. 
SCIENCE—give to the reported Marriage of the 
Proſecutrix with the Prince of Wales. I | 
Permit me to prefer the Appeal in another 


Can 
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Can your Lordſhips—in CONSCIENCE. and 


the Preſence of the Deity—deny the Cohabitation 
of the Parties? 


But Cohabiation implies either MARRIAGE 
—or F ORNICATION, 


And if the Lady be married, the Ga was 


either LEGAL or ILLEGAL. 


If LEGAL=the Indictment is 'vitiated by 


a MISNOMER. 

If ILLEGAL—the Lady is now in the Habit 
of indulging LAWLESS Love. Conſequently, 

y Lords, I have not DEFAMED her. 
But the learned Counſel has poſitively denied 
a LEGITIMATE, Marriage. He has corrobo- 
rated the Averment on the Record and declared her 
2 PRIVATE Perſon | | 
The Inference from this Conceſſion is valid and 


irrefragable. The Woman who ſleeps with the 


Prince of Wales —— admitting his Claim to Man- 

hood—muſt be his WIFE or his ——MISTRESS. 
I do not deſire your Lordſhips to repoſe any 
great Degree of Confidence in the learned Counſel, 
but let it be aſſumed, for the Sake of the Conclu- 
ſion, that he has now aſſerted Truth, and that the 
Lady in Queſtion is NOT the Wife of the Prince of 
Wales—What, my Lords, is the Concluſion ? The 
Lady 


__ Lo — 
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Lady mnſt be his MISTRESS, and neith defa- 
med nor capable of being defamed. 9 

Tour Lordſhips will have the Goodneſs to re- 
collect that I am now pleading in the ſupreme 
Court of Conſcience, and were it poſſible for your 
Lordſhips to entertain a Doubt of the Cohabitation 
from which this Inference is drawn, I could bring 
ALL EUROPE to atteſt either a Knowlege or a 
Belief of the Fact. 


And ſince, my Lords, every Motive to Delicacy 
is removed by the learned Gentleman's ſolema 
Aſſurance that the Lady is UNMARRIED, 1 
ſhall not heſitate to deelare that I can no longer 
CONSCIENTIOUSLY expreſs a HOPE of her 
Virtue. If the learned Gentleman had not alluded 
to her Situation, I had certainly been ſilent from 
py Reſpect to the Prince of Wales, But my 

nformation, ſince ALFRED's Apology made its 
Appearance, is ſuch as PRECLU DES ALL 
HOPE that the Rumor of the Intrigue originated 
in Falſhood, As 1 formerly ſwore to a BELIEF | 


of the Fact, 1 am ready to add, my CONVICTION 
18 NOW "COMPLETE. 15 this Declaration 


wound either the Dignity or the Feelings of His 


Royal Highneſs, it ought in Tultice to be aſcribed 
to the officious Impertinence and vindictive Temper 
of the Counſel for the Proſecution, 


And 


„ 

And thus, my 19 4 have demonſtrated my 
* ſo far as Reſpects the MORAL Repu- 
tation of the offended Lady. On every Point of 
Controverſy, the learned Counſel has been obviouſly 
defeated by the plaineſt Dictates of Conſcience and 
Common Senſe. But he may ſtill occupy the 
Ground of LEGAL Reputation, That fort of 
Reputation, my Lords, which the learned Gentle- 
man enjoys in common with Priddle, Holloway, 
and Sambidge — or his illuſtrious Client with 
any TRUMPET in the Kingdom. 
There are certainly Gradations in moral Dignity z 
but according to this Mode of eſtimating Characters, 
abandoned Proſtitutes are on a Footing with the 
chaſteſt Matrons. As far as regards Life, Liberty 
and Property, it is highly expedient there ſhould 
be no Difference; but it is a mortifying Conliders 
ation that the Crown Office makes no Diſtinction 
between VICE and VIRTUE. In what Country 
but England is Virtue thus degraded ! | 
It is on this Ground, then, I am to receive 
Sentence of the Court—for charging a Woman with 
a criminal Intimacy with @ French Count, wwho now 
lives in criminal Intimacy with the Prince of Wales, 
The Intimacy with His Royal Highneſs is eſtab- 

liſhed by a Verdict of your own CON SCIENCES, 


my 


LY r — 
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my Lords, and the Criminality of the Intimacy is 
proved by the Countel himſelf, who has declared 
the Woman UNMARRIED. My Motives, my 
Lords, for the Publication of the Anecdote were 
pure and honorable—an Attachment 0 CIVIL. 
LIBERTY, and a laudable Zeal for the Intereſts of 
the PROTESTANT FAITH in which I was educa- 
cated and of which 1 am a Miniſter. For this Offence | 
- my Lords,—if it be not an Inſult to FREEDOM 
to VIRTUE and to the DEITY to name it an 
| Offente——T1 am to be torn from my Family 
deprived of perſonal Freedom—injured i in Health 
——traduced in Fame and embarraſſed i in my 
private Concerns. , 

But what is the moſt extraordinary, the learned 
Gentleman informs your Lordſhips that he cannot 
avoid contraſting my. HAUGHTY” Deportment 
with the profound Humility” of the Man,“ who 
lately withdrew from your Preſence. Whatever 
may be the Sentiments or the Practice of the lear- 
ned Gentleman, I requeſt leave to aſſure him that 
my CONSCIENCE makes an important Diſtinction 
between an Aſſertor of Public Freedom and a Plunderer 
of Public Property. I feel myſelt the Equal of 
every honeſt Man in Court, and great Superior 
to 


| '. Barrington. 
6 


CY. 
to the learned Gentleman, of whoſe Eloquences I 


ſtand in no Awe, and whoſe Principles 1 utterly 
deſpiſe, 

The learned Gentleman further expreſſes his 
Aſtoniſhmene that the Terrors of the Law are 
unable to ſubdue my Spirit; and he is ſo extremely 
| chagrined 


* So much is ſaid of Mr. Erſkine's ABILITIES and 
ELOQUENCE that one might imagine no other Barriſter 
was endowed with Common Senſe, or the Elocution of a 
Drayman. I was not apprizcd, tilt the other Day, that 
thefe puffing Paragraphs are written by Mr. Erſkine 
himſelf, or ſuch Men as are paid to report his Speeches. 
From the Encomiums ſo laviſhly beſtowed on his Powers, 
I expected to find the Vehemence of Demoſthenes united 

with the graceful Diffuſion of Cicero. But never was 1 
more diſappointed, At a REPLY, he is below the 
Mediocrity of Common Life. To my fiſt Addreſs he 
he was nearly flent, To my ſecond he anſwered, with 
ſuch confuſion of Ideas, ſuch Poverty of Diction, aud 
ſuch frequent Stammerings and Hefltations in Utterance 
as would diſgrace a School Boy. Several excellent Judges 
of Elocution, who were preſent in Court, confirmed my 
my Opinion. And yet the Papers were filled with Eulo- 
giums on the learned Gentleman's ACUTENESS, ELO- 
QUENCE and SPLENDOR of -DICTION ; while poor 
Alfred—per contra—was not allowed the Common Senſe 
of Barrington ! 
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chagrined on this Account, that he calls on yout 

Lordſhips to witneſs the. triumphant Manner in 

which I ſeem determined to retire to my Priſon.” 
My Lords, neither Bonds, nor Impriſonment, nor 


Death itſelf have py Terrors for INTEGRITY 
and INNOCENCE: OM aro | 


I HAVE DONE NO WRONG. : 


This Language, I will maintain. TY | Life, in 
Death, and at the Tribunal of the Moſt High. No 

Power on Earth ſhall prevail on me to retract a 
ſingle Syllable ; nor the Law, in the utmoſt Pleni- 
tude- of its Vengeance, be able to injure my 
PEACE, or extort one ſolitary Sigh from my Heart. 
T GLORY, my Lords, in my Conduct, and 1 
REJOICE as becomes a Martyr for F REEDOM, 


and a Victim to TRUTH. 
My Solitude will be enlivened wich the pleaſing 


Reflection that the Love of TRUTH and F REE 
DOM, in all Ages of the World and among every 
Deſcription of Men, has been'thus REWARDED, + 
Wich a Brealt SERENE and INVINCIBLE 
under every Appointment, I ſhall recall to Mind 
that Mr. Johnſon, in Defence of the ſame Prin- 
ciples, was branded as an Incendiary, whipt at the 
Cat's Tail, al confined many Years in New- 


| gate 
pA * Victim to TRUTH. From an Accident in the 


Seal the Word FINIS is bere omitted, What follows 
Was intended as a POSTSCRIPT.—— Among ſeveral 
leſs important Errata, the Reader is deſired, for Characters 
give, Page 30, to read Character gives. For dttachmrut, 
read Attachment, Page 88, &c. 
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gate.“ I do not indeed flatter myſelf with ſo proſ- 


perous an Iſſue to my Sufferings, The Times | 


are altered and POPERY is permitted to eſtabliſh 
its Throne without controul, and without SUS- 
PICION, I am amazed that the Friends of the 
Proteſtant Faith are fo duped by the ſpecious 
Profeſſions of the Catholics, Let it never be for- 
gotten that POPERY, in its PRINCIPLES and 
its Practice, is IMMUTABLE. It is a Soleciſm 
for a PAPIST to be independant of the POPE, 

A Regard for Juſtice forbids my condemning all 
Catholics indiſcriminately. Several of the moſt intel- 
jigent and CUNSCIENTIOUS Members of that 
Church refuſed to ſign the Petition to Parliament, 
becauſe, as I was perſonally informed by One of 
them, it was an Impoſition in which he could not con- 
cur. The utmoſt, ſaid he, that can be expected from 
a GOOD CATHOLIC is, that he be peaceable- and 
no take up Arms againſt Government. To be a Friend 
to the reigning Family in Preference to the Houſe 
of Stuart is IMPOSSIBLE - becauſe it is virtually 


prefering the Proteſtant Faith to Popery. It is 


the 


*The Reverend Mr. Johnſon was a reſolute Defender 
of civil agd religious Freedom, in the Reign of James the 


Second. At the glorious Revolution he was honored and 
rewarded by King William, | 


n 
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the DUTY, alſo, faid he, of every GOOD CA. 
THOLIC to.multiply Schools and increaſe Proſe. 
lytes, and if an opportunity offer—to ESTAB- 
LISH POPERY THRUUGHOUT THE 
WORLD. The late encreaſe of Schools and 

Chapels in this Kingdom is AS1 ONISHING. 
And hence my Apology for oppoſing a Religion 
which 1n its firſt Principles forbids the Toleration 
of every other Religion.“ 

As to the late Mrs. Fitzherbert” I have 
only to remark, that I am daily confirmed in the 
Juſtice and Propriety of oppoſing her in ALL 
HER VIEWS. 

¶ As to Mr. Erſkine, I hope I ſhall 3 be 


ſatisfied with deſpiſing him. The Verſatility of his 


Opinions prevent his riſing to the Dignity of 
being bated; Þ 


It 
* Dr. Prieſtly is an Advocate for an OPEN CONSTI- 
TUTION and a friendly COALITION with the Catholics · 
I honor this Gentleman as a PHILOSOPHER ; but L 
requeſt” Proteſtant Diſſenters to be on their GUARD. 
The Tyrant James wiſhed to eſtabliſh an OPEN CON. 
' TITUTION ; but the Proteſtant Diſſenters of that Day 
NOBLY choſe to ſuffer Reſtrictions on themſelves, rather 
than grant unlimited Freedom to PAPIST'S. 
I Mr. Erſkine informed the Court that I am engaged in 
a new Dictionary of the Engliſh Language, and ſaid 
e 


1 


9 It is pleaſing to obſerve the Conduct of the 
MINISTER, in Contraſt with the PROSECUT- 
ING SPIRIT of the OPPOSITION. 

Mr. Pitt is accuſed of forging Fetters for the 
Conſtitution he is daily held up to public View 
as a Miniſter at once WEAK and WICKED. 
But Mr. Pitt is SILENT. With a Magnanimity 
beyond Example glorious, and a Patriotiſm that 
gains him univerſal Love, he pardons the Inſult and 
nobly declines the Vindication of his Honor by fo 
coſtly a Sacrifice as the FREEDOM of the 
PRESS. | 

But the OPPOSITION act uated forſooth 
by the genuine Principles of WHIGS——have 
commenced Hoſtilities againſt TRUTH itſelf ; 
and promiſe, under the Auſpices of Mr. Erſkine, 
to fill our Priſons with the Aſſerters of FREEDOM 


and the Advocates of the PROTESTANT 
FAITH. „ 


« Rt him eellef Words if he will but I adviſe him to 
leave the political Compoſition of them to Others,” The 
Advice is good. If Mr. Erſkine be ever on the BENCH, 
it will de unſafe for me or any Man to put Words toge- 
ther on political Subjects and to publiſh them, until we 
obtain the IMPRIMATUR of him or his Party. While 
he is at the BAR, the Danger is not ſa great, as he will 


defend Stockdale, St. Aſaph, or Alfred himſelf for— A 2 


| (08-1: 

The People of England will meditate on theſe 
intereſting FACTS, and diſregard, . as I do, the 
Calumny and Falſhood that will appear in the 
NEWS PAPERS in Reply. 

When the Houſe of Commons eu by 
the Attorney General, they proceed by the moſt 
conſtitutional means in their Power—— but the 
jearned Gentleman condemns this Mode, and pleads 
fer the Proceſs by ATTACHMRNF !!* Such 
Language ought not to be endured by a free People 
even from a "TORY ! But when a Man, who ſtyles 

himſelf a conſtitutional Lawyer, who is a Member 
of the WHIG Club, dares become an Advocate 

for a Species of Proſecution the moſt arbitrary and 

Infamous that can be deviſed—in which the Plain- 

tiff is at onee JUDGE, JURY, and EXECU- 

TIONER—he ought to atone for his ns oy a - 
ſuitable Mode of Expiation. « 


PHILIP WITH ERS. 


Dreruzrk, 1789. 


* Trial of 8 


. There i is a COMMON INFORMER in the Tone 
by many Degrees a greater Raſcal than KELLY, and I 
truſt he will one Day meet a ſeverer Paniſhment. His 
Clerk regularly buys all the Papers, ſigns them, and then 
files them. When any of the PARTY, ſrom Perſonal er 
Political Motives, deſire to Proſecute the Publiſher, this 
Wretch furniſhes Evidence, on Condition of being Solicitor 
to the Proſecution, Anecdotes of his Life will — be 
_ Publiſhed, 


